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INTRODUCING 
a few of our 
Autumn books 


Bless this Day 


Harold Jones has beautifully illus- 
trated, in full colour and black and 
white, Elfrida Vipont’s memorable 
anthology of prayers for children of 
all denominations. 

9” x 7”, 80 pp. 12/6 


A Bear Called Paddington 


Once introduced to Paddington, children will never forget him! 
Michael Bond describes the hilarious escapades of a most re- 
markable bear, whom Peggy Fortnum has caught to the life in 
her profuse illustrations. 8/6 


Trespassers at Charlcote 


Gillian Avery won wide praise for her first novel, THE WARDEN’S 
niece. Her new story, set in a Victorian summer of sunshine, 
amply fulfils its promise. Illustrated, 10/6 


The Cownappers 


A television programme; a stolen prize cow; a cross-Channel 
chase: these are the exciting ingredients of Monica Edwards's 
welcome new Punchbowl Farm adventure. Illustrated, 10/6 


COLLINS 

















Blackie 


THE AMAZING MR. WHISPER Brenda Macrow 10/6 net 


Not many adults are aware of the world that is always 
with us, but just outside that in which we live and move. 
This other world is more evident and real to children, 
however much the over-confident adult may pooh-pooh 
it. This then is the subject of this book recounted with 
the realism of the Celt. 


MISS PICKERELL AND THE GEIGER COUNTER 


Ellen MacGregor 9/6 net 


After her previous adventures (Miss Pickerell Goes to 
Mars) Miss P, it will be realised, is no hum-drum 
geologist, but is out on the hunt for uranium. All those 
with a sense of humour will enjoy this energetic and 
amusing book. 


FIELD FOLK rhymes by Brenda Macrow 8/6 net 


YOUR T.V. 


CLOVER 


Illustrated beautifully by Mary Brooks 

The supremely soft and attractive pictures in this enticing 
book cannot fail to entrance young children. 
WEATHER MAP J. J. Higgins 9/6 net 


The expert explains how to forecast weather from the 
Pictorial charts such as those shown on T.V. A useful 
volume. This subject can become a fascinating hobby. 


Susan Coolidge 5/- net 


Those who know their Katy books by this author, will 
at once recognise the name of one of Katy’s sisters and 
will want to read this sequel. 


SEEKERS AND FINDERS Amabel Williams-Ellis 


As its name implies this series describes for 7 to 10 year 
olds the ways of scientists who looked for and eventually 
found something of value in the world of scientific 


knowledge. ‘The object is to show in a simple way what 
scientific method is and how it is used. 


each 6/- net 


THEY DARED TO ASK QUESTIONS 
MAGIC, SCIENCE AND INVENTION 
YOU YOURSELF 

each 7/6 net 
THE UNKNOWN OCEAN 
MAN AND THE GOOD EARTH 
ENGINES, ATOMS AND POWER 


LONDON & GLASGOW 
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Benny is a little Jewish boy for whom the back streets 

of a northern town offer endless absorbing encounters before 

he finds what he wants. A BOX FOR BENNY by Leila Berg (10/6) 
is a beautiful book, sensitively illustrated. 


Brian Boru is an Irish boy who captures a fairy man to 

impress his new schoolfellows in the United States. Between them 
they turn Lobster Cove topsy-turvy with their magic in 

THE ENCHANTED SCHOOLHOUSE by Ruth Sawyer (12/6). 






Brockhampton Press MH 


MARKET PLACE, LEICESTER 
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Underground Alley tos 6d net 


William Mayne, winner of the 1957 Carnegie Medal for an 
outstanding children’s book, has set his new story in a Welsh 
border-town, where preparations for the Annual Town Day 
lead Patty to the solution of an age-old mystery. 


The Fox in the Island Los 6d net 


A mysterious white fox appears on a farm in Provence and 
Pascalet and Gatzo are caught up in a series of strange 
events. This haunting story is the sequel to Henri Bosco’s 
earlier book ‘The Boy and the River’ and is intended for 
rather older children. Illustrated by Lynton Lamb. 


The Young Architect 10s 6d net 


The latest addition to the Oxford Career Books series in 
which a first-rate story is combined with details of a par- 
ticular career. By Laurence Meynelil with line illustrations 
by David Knight. 


and for younger children 
Jim at the Corner gs 6d net 


short stories told by an old sailor to a little 
boy, ideal for reading aloud, is issued now 
in a handsome new edition with illustrations 
by Edward Ardizzone. 
; .. from 

Axford. University Press 

for 

children and young people 
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Eleanor Farjeon’s delightful collection of 











































stories as good as any in the world 


Old 
Greek 
Fairy 
Tales 


pm ye — i tales of its own as 


sought out the old stories and told 
them in a new way, a way W 
has — | been attempted before. 
a 





enchanting book. Ancient 
in the world. Many 
dden and overlaid by 


have been id Mr. Green has 


by ERNEST H. SHEP- 


AGE 11 up 


ROGER LANCELYN GREEN 





12s. 6d, net. 





by the author of ‘ Tracks, Trails & Signs’ 






aT Tg AGH The 
hm itp 
t . 2 ome of e best and most =. oung 
to animal lif . 
pies pits > ated Hl Nosuralist’s 
a 
nny A B the year. Fully Year 
illustrated. AGE 11 uP 
12s. 6d. net. FRED J. SPEAKMAN 


Mr. Speakman 
Tracks, Trails and 


3, 


8 previous book 





an adventure story with a ‘Marie Celeste’ theme 


Scrimshaw Adventures Senes’ this 


and 


Flying 


Fish 


MARJORIE SANKEY 


A further addition to our ‘Overseas 

exciting 

story. is eet in Canada and the 
Philippine Islands. A 


friends into many 
, y AW = - the Tost ship 
is finally 
| «Bag AGE a UP 
Ready late Summer 





Ils. 6d. net. 





Write for prospectus to: G. Bell & Sons, Ltd., 6 Portugal St., London, W.C.2 
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Tintin and Snowy are coming to Britain at last. Librarians as well 
as parents and teachers who are looking for an answer to the horror 
comic will welcome them with open arms. The creations of the 
Belgian artist Hergé, they are characters in a strip cartoon—but a 
strip cartoon with a difference. In each of a series of albums over 
700 pictures in full colour, incorporating lively dialogue, tell the 
adventures of Tintin the intrepid boy reporter, Snowy his faithful 
dog, and their companions. 

In a BBC talk Oliver Todd remarked of Hergé: ‘His contribution 
to literature is one of the best antidotes against all the crude comics 
that are sold by the million . . . The albums are packed with practical 
information. Within the ordinary framework of classical adventure 
they make the universe an exciting, happy hunting ground.’ 

The first two books, to be published on July 24, are The Crab 
with the Golden Claws and King Ottokar’s Sceptre. 


Published by METHUEN 


& 


THE ADVENTURES OF TINT! 

















NICHOLAS KAYE pubiish 


The Young Cameraman | 


By GorpDon CaTLING. This well-known book for amateurs, by a professional | 
photographer and lecturer to schools, has been completely rewritten and 
brought up-to-date to encompass information on new techniques. It gives 
all the necessary details of how to take so photographs, and developing 4! 
and printing, with new sections on colour and flashlight photography. ; , 
Illustrated throughout, 10s. 6d. net. i 


Ventriloquism for boys and girls 
By Doucias HOouLDEN. This new book covers all aspects of an intriguing 
pastime for young people. It tells how to create a “partner,” and how to 
inake the actual body of the dummy, too. There are dialogues for practice 
purposes. Illustrated, 9s. 6d. net. 


EDMUND WARD publish 


Fun with Geometry 
By Mae and IRA FREEMAN. Every child can benefit from this interesting 
book which presents some of the many uses geometry is put to today. 
Numerous experiments and drawings are described and illustrated with 
large photographs. 10s. 6d. net. 
FUN WITH RADIO and FUN WITH ASTRONOMY are also available. 


Hunter Hawk Series 


Vol 3, Smugglers of the Skies, by Eric LEYLAND and T. E. Scott-CuHarp 
(of BOAC) is just out. The action-packed stories in this series contain all 
the necessary ingredients to please the modern air-age boy, in this case 
through the story of Hunter Hawk trailing an international gang of drug 
smugglers. Illustrated, 7s. 6d. net. 


NICHOLAS VANE publish 


PETS OF TODAY SERIES 


This series of low-priced handbooks will be found most helpful to anyone 
keeping a pet for the first time and is very suitable for group activities 
in schools and clubs. Information is given on choosing, feeding, breeding } 
por A a of ailments. Fully illustrated, price 6s. each net. Titles 

available: 


; i 














. * TORTOISES, LIZARDS AND OTHER REPTILES 


1. HAMSTERS AND GUINEA-PIGS 

2. THE AQUARIUM 

3. PIGEONS, DOVES AND PIGEON RACING 
? Town Docs 

6 


. *BUDGERIGARS AND OTHER CAGE BIRDS 
* Just published. 


Nicholas:Kaye, Edmund Ward and Nicholas Vane work 
from 194 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.2 
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Aword about Series... 


AMISH HAMILTON publish three series which are 

now widely known and accepted as the best in their 
field. Recent additions to the ‘Six Great’ series include 
Aubrey de Selincourt’s Six Great Thinkers and Peggy Chambers’ 
Six Great Christians (10s. 6d. each). New ‘Reindeer’ books 
(‘for young children to read to themselves’) are Meriol 
Trevor’s The Caravan War and The Money Cat by Elisabeth 
Kyle (8s. 6d. each). And look out, too, for Dorothy Clewes’ 
The Happiest Day and Eilis Dillon’s Aunt Bedelia’s Cats, two 


outstanding ‘Antelope’ titles (6s. 6d.) for the very young. 


History 
OLIVER STEWART: The Story of Air Warfare 


Illustrated 12s. 6d. 


J. G. CROWTHER: The Story of Agriculture 


Illustrated 135. 6d. 
Novels 





URSULA MORAY WILLIAMS: The Moonball 


Illustrated 9s. 6d. 


CHARLOTTE HOUGH: The Hampshire Pig 


Illustrated 














% FICTION 


Midas and the 
Marshall 
Family 

MARIE THORNDYCK 


This story is about five 
» cousins, who 


their parents. 

a _- Puget -- leads to all 
ightful adventures. 

Illus. 9/6 net 


The Cruise of 
the “ Susan ” 
WINIFRED FINLAY 


author of “Canal Holiday,” 


Miss Finlay’s latest story continues 
her theme of Canal Holiday, with 
Tom_ Davies and his narrowboat, 
the Susan, cruising down the Neve 
in golden autumn weather. 


(Sept.) Illus. 9/6 net 
The Coal - Seuttle 
Bonnet 


E. K. SETH-SMITH 
Author of = Black Tower, etc. An 


unusual rich of —an 
times, in w a g girl tries to 
save her — the Debtors’ 
Prison. Well. told and full of 


incident . : Definitely an author to 
watch out for” '—NOEL STREATFEILD, 
Elizabethan. Illus. 9/6 


HARRAP - 


HARRAP BOOKS 





HIGH HOLBORN - 


% NON-FICTION 


Grenfell of 
Labrador 


GEORGE W. 
PUMPHREY 


inspiring biography 
bd a lively account of 
grep t 


to 
cubic a much needed 
welfare service among the 
Labrador fishermen. “His 


awk, Lp life makes in- 


— = often exciting reading.” 
ster Evg. News. Illus. 9/6 


Clowns 
DOUGLAS NEWTON 


Clowns of Ancient Greece and the 
modern world ; clowning in America, 
Europe, China, Bali, Russia . . . The 
fascinating story of clowning as an 
art and the personal stories of many 
famous clowns. Illus. 12/6 (Sept.) 


Prehistoric Animals 
SAM and BERYL EPSTEIN 


The authors trace the gradual devel- 
opment of fishes, reptiles, dinosaurs 
and the first mammals. How some 
of the largest died out, and how 
some of the humbler forms of life 
became dominant, is all part of this 
thrilling story. 
Illus. 12/6 net 


LONDON, 


(Sept. 
W.C.2 



































Dawks and the Duchess 


META MAYNE REID 


Further adventures of the three Peyton children and their pet 
jackdaw, which make most excellent reading. only 9s 6d 


* 
Great Stories of Canada 





The Rover 


THOMAS H. RADDALL 


‘The salty tang of life afloat is vividly brought to life in The 
Rover. Faithful in every detail, it tells the story of the brig 
Rover and other Nova Scotian ships which fought in the 
Caribbean Sea during the Napoleonic Wars.’—Yorkshire 
Evening News. Many colour illustrations 12s 6d 


* 


He Sailed with Blackbeard 
CAPTAIN FRANK KNIGHT 


‘As thrilling a yarn as a boy could wish for.’—Bristol Observer. 
The son of a Customs Officer finds himself an unwilling 
passenger across the Atlantic. Illustrated 12s 6d 


Wind Force Seven 
J. STRANG MORRISON 


Three boys on a yacht meet up with mysterious enemy agents, 
and are involved in a rescue attempt in the Western Isles. 
July 31 10s 6d 


* * * 


The Sea Story 
CAPTAIN FRANK KNIGHT 


‘An excellent guide and companion for the armchair voyager.’— 
Fairplay. This book embraces history, travel and discovery, 
technical matters and adventures, both fact and fiction. 

12 plates 21s 


MACMILLAN & CO LTD 


























CONSTABLE 





See Through the Jungle 


By MILLICENT SELSAM 


See Through the Sea 


By MILLICENT SELSAM AND BETTY MORROW 
Each 9s. 6d. net 
“Two beautifully illustrated books. Quite outstan re uctions 
ere available in both. The many colours of oy fl ay simple 
explanations of various marine phenomena “a the drawings of 
animals and vegetation, make these two books a truly memorable 
contribution to children’s literature. Technically impeccable, the 


colour plates are not only imaginative but also accurate.” 
The Belfast News-Letter 


The Axe of Bronze 


By KURT SCHMELTZER 
10s. 6d. net 


“A very moving nk Gee aay ut De mm whe built 
Srenthenes four thousand years ago. _ | ey is marie 
and the story itself most engaging. yt pe se 
illustrated by M. A. Charlton.” The p BET. 


Send for complete list to Constable, 10-12 Orange St, W.C.2 



































Three new books by celebrated authors 


by Meindert DeFong 


The House 
of Sixty Fathers 


This latest book by Meindert 
DeJong, author of The Wheel on 
the School, is set in China during 
the Japanese occupation. It could 
be the story of any child in any 
war, and the expressive drawings 
of Maurice Sendak show a — 
thetic understanding of the plot. 


Ready shortly 10s 6d net 





by Kathleen Fidler 


Lanterns Over the Lune 


A story of breath-taking adventure among smugglers and rebels 
at the time of the Jacobite rebellion. In the Isle of Man the 
smugglers ran cargoes by night to the Lancashire coast, 
occasionally slipping a Jacobite secret agent ashore. A young 
boy’s adventures when he is caught up in this illicit traffic 


Illustrated Ready shortly 12s 6d net 


by Mary Elwyn Patchett 


The Brumby 


Set on the Australian plains, this moving story of a wild horse 
is by a writer who spent her childhood on an Australian cattle 
station. The feeling with which she writes of a young “_ 
dream of building up a ‘ghost herd,’ his hopes and fears, his 
disappointments and successes, will surely make this one of 
Mary Elwyn Patchett’s most popular becke. 

Illustrated 10s 6d net 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
























































































































J. M. DENT & SONS LTD 
New Books for Young Readers of all ages 





The House by the Marsh M. E. Allan 


The young members of the Osborne family find life on the Norfolk 
marshes enchanting — boating, swimming, exploring. But there are 
P roblems which a great winter flood helps to solve. 

Illustrated by SHEILA ROSE. 12/6 


A Crime for Caroline Pamela Mansbridge 


A lively and thoroughly credible story in which thirteen-year-old 
Caroline, with a flair for detection, solves the mystery of a —s 
theft. Frontispiece by GEOFFREY FLETCHER. 11/6 


The ‘ Bullhead ’ Tyler Whittle 


The young crew of a tough old sea-going barge find adventure 
and excitement on a voyage through the canals of Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire to the Wash. Illustrated by GERALDINE SPENCE. 12/6 


J ungle Trap Arthur Catherall 


Tale of the selfless loyalty of an Indian boy, who overcame his terror 
of the tiger-haunted Indian Jungle to defy the murderous Pathan who 
robbed his European master. Illustrated by PAUL HOGARTH. 12/6 


No Time for Tankers Richard Armstrong 


‘Concerning himself with the oil and the men and ships responsible 
for carrying - the author has included technical facts and details’— 
Scarborough Evening News. Line drawings by REGINALD GREY. 12/6 





And for All the Family 


The Pet-Keeper’s Manual 
Eric Fitch Daglish 


‘A well-written comprehensive guide with a great appeal to pet 
owners. It deals also with many unusual pets and avoids the obsessive 
preoccupation with obscure animal diseases which mars many pet 
books’—Reynolds News. With 16 pages of photographs and — 
drawings in the text. 18/- 


Illustrated Prospectus post free from the Publishers: 
¥. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., 10 Bedford St., London WC 2 
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New Books for the Library 
The Sword is King 


SUTHERLAND ROSS 


“The Civil War makes an exciting background to The Sword 
is King, a crisply-written adventure story. Mr. Ross fully 
utilises his ability to paint a realistic picture of the times in 
this second story about the activities of young Sir Richard 
Clifton, a royalist cavalier”—Nottingham Evening Fg A 
net 


River of No Return 


RONALD SYME 


The latest in his series of historical biographies, which are 
“clear in outline, vivid in detail, and accurate with much 
concealed scholarship”’—Manchester Guardian Weekly. Tells 
the story of the Spaniard Orellana’s exploration of the Amazon 
river. Publication August 28th. Illustrated. 8s. 6d. net 


Older boys will enjoy 


The Art of Cricket 


Sir DONALD BRADMAN 


“It is here that is distilled all Bradman’s 
accumulated cricketing wisdom . Not an 
introduction merely to the game’s specialised 
departments but to the art of playing cricket 
properly first class”’—-DENYS ROWBOTHAM, Man- 
chester Guardian. Fully illustrated. 30s. net 


The Secret Invaders 


BILL STRUTTON & MICHAEL PEARSON 


The story of ‘Combined Operations Pilotage Parties,’ the handful 
of daring swimmers who reconnoitred the beaches before every 
Allied landing. “A narrative with which few thrillers can 
compare for sustained excitement”—Sunday Times. 

Illustrated. 16s. net 





HODDER & STOUGHTON, Warwick Square, London, E.C.4 

















HEINEMANN 


News 
for young 
readers 








Down the Thames with a boat of their own, “one of the best 
recent adventure stories.”—Times Literary Supplement 





ESMERALDA AHOY! 
Elisabeth Fairholme and Pamela Powell 
12s. 6d. Illustrated 





A prize-winning story, beautifully illustrated. “A clever and 
stylish version of a favourite day-dream.”—Naomi Lewis, 
Observer 











THE SECRET HOLIDAY 
Maud Frere 
10s. 6d. Illustrated 


Richard Church’s wonderful story of exploration in the caves 
of the Severn Estuary. 


ie 








DOWN RIVER 
Richard Church 
12s. 6d. Illustrated 





We also announce 6 new books by these well-known 
and celebrated authors 


MABEL ESTHER ALLAN ERSKINE CALDWELL 
Blue Dragon Days Molly Cottontail 
JAMES REEVES ELIZABETH ENRIGHT 
Mulbridge Manor Thimble Summer 
ANNA FRENCH ELLESTON TREVOR 

The Story of Marie Antoinette Badger’s Wood 


Watch out for them this Summer and Autumn 
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Listen ! 


Just a few words about some 
of the exciting new books that 
have recently been published 
by The Bodley Head. For 
older boys and girls, there are 





two stories of the future by distinguished authors — THE FUTURE 
TOOK US (Illus. 10s 6d) by David Severn, which is set in the Britain 
of 3000 A.D., and THRESHOLD OF THE STARS (Illus. 12s 6d) by 
Paul Berna, who is author of the highly-praised A Hundred Million 
Francs, M. E. Atkinson has written a delightful new pony book, 
HORSESHOES AND HANDLEBARS (Illus. 12s 6d) which tells of two rival 
cross-country expeditions, one on horseback and the other by bicycle ; 
and there is another charming Irish pony story from Esmé Hamilton, 
THE HEAVENLY CARTHORSE (Illus. 10s 6d). Older readers will enjoy 
THE SECRET RIVER (10s 6d) by Kathrene Pinkerton, for it is an 
intriguing story about Rod and Judy Baird and their struggle to 
entice the salmon back to a neglected Alaskan river. And, finally, 
in August The Bodley Head will publish the twenty-fourth title in 
the popular Career Novels for Girls series — PAULINE BECOMES A 
HAIRDRESSER (8s 6d) by Elizabeth Grey. 


The Bodley Head 


BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 






















ASKEWS OF PRESTON sry SSEEESSIEEEEEIEIZE2 


The firm whose reputation stands second 
to none as suppliers of library books for young 
people of all ages 





Large and varied selection. Immense 
stocks, spacious showrooms. Inspection 
cordially invited 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 
CORPORATION ST. — PRESTON | 
Telephone 5049 B eesssessssssesssss 


























INFORMATION BOOKS 


People’s Jobs series 


THE DEEP-SEA 
FISHERMAN 


CAPTAIN IVAN ALLISON 


How Things Developed series 


MOTOR CARS 


L. T. C. ROLT 
Available in April, bound in boards at 8s. 6d. net each 
Our 1958 catalogue ‘Information Books and other Publications’ will be sent on request 


THE EDUCATIONAL SUPPLY ASSOCIATION LIMITED 
P. O. Box 194, Esavian House, 181 High Holborn, London, W.C.| 










































THE LITTLEST ANGEL 


Charles Tazewell 





THE LITTLEST REINDEER 
Johanna De Witt 





| THE LITTLEST CIRCUS SEAL 
t Mary Gehr 


Illustrated in colour throughout. 7/6 each 


. . . the series is a brilliant one, bringing warmth and 
amusement to both child and adult."— 


Cumberland News 


BENNIE THE BEAR WHO GREW TOO FAST 
Beatrice and Ferrin Fraser 7/6 


A beguiling bear family makes its bow in this musical 
nonsense tale that teaches as well as entertains. 


STORIES FROM THE LIFE OF JESUS 
April Oursler Armstrong 16/- 
"This adaptation for children of her father's well-known 
book The Greatest Story Ever Told would make a hand- 
some present for a child pre-Confirmation age. Both 
books have the gift of exciting enough interest to make 
a child investigate his bible, instead of leaving him totally 
satisfied." — 

Church of England Newspaper 


THE WORLD'S WORK - KINGSWOOD - SURREY 


























W. Stobbs from The Forest Fighters 
(Hodder & Stoughton) 
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Illustration by R. K. Fry from Secret of the Forest (Hutchinson) 


The Hans Andersen Award 
by E. H. COLWELL 


HE Fifth Congress of the International 

Board on Books for Young People met at 

Florence this year from May 7th to 1 Ith. 

Over 20 nations were represented by 90 

delegates. Amongst these were authors, 
illustrators, publishers, journalists, educationalists and 
a few librarians. 

Meetings were held in the impressive setting of the 
Palazzo Vecchio, once the palace of the Medici, and 
the Congress was opened with a fanfare by four 
trumpeters in red and white mediaeval costume. 
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Speeches of welcome were given by Dr. Hans Raben, 
President of the Board, Mrs. Jella Lepman, founder, 
and by Italian members. M. Paul Faucher, of the 
Pére Castor publishing firm, spoke on books and the 
child’s needs and the function of reading. 


Thursday opened with reports from 17 countries, 
from Austria to Yugoslavia, on the progress of national 
Sections of the Board and trends in publishing for 
children. Out of these reports came some interesting 
facts as, for instance, that Turkey has 85 children’s 
libraries and that there are 32 firms in Yugoslavia 
which publish books for children. A large number 
of countries award annual prizes for the best children’s 
book of the year. 


At Friday’s meeting there was a symposium ot 
papers on youth literature and public opinion, given 
by delegates from Vienna, Monaco, Italy, U.S.A. and 
Sweden. These talks covered the press, films, radio, 
television and children’s theatres. 


The General Assembly in the afternoon brought out 
some useful information. There are 11 Sections but 
neither Denmark, France, Holland nor Great Britain 
is represented and the United States has asked to be 
an observer only. Greece has been accepted as a new 
Section but Belgium was refused as the application 
came only from the Flemish speaking part of the 
country. 

Mrs. Lepman reported on the findings of the Jury 
for the Hans Andersen award. The Hans Christian 
Andersen Medal is an international award to be 
presented every second year to a _ distinguished 
children’s author. A minimum of three entries 
published during the preceding two years is submitted 
by the responsible organisation. The Medal this 
year has been won by Astrid Lindgren, the Swedish 








GO wee © Pm et. ome bh OA 


= © O wees ee 


sve ooo =o 


| fy | 


of 
ven 
ind 
110, 


out 
but 
ain 
. be 
1ew 
Hon 
the 


ury 
tian 

be 
shed 
tries 
tted 
this 
dish 














THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 101 





author, for her book, Rasmus pa Luffen; but the 
American entry, House of Sixty Fathers by Meindert 
de Jong, was a close runner-up. It was rejected 
because of “the war and agression” in the story. 18 
countries entered 50 books. The time allowed the 
Jury in which to evaluate the books is to be increased 
to 12 months and the number of Jury members to 11. 

The suggestion of an international children’s book 
week was postponed as too complicated, and Mrs. 
Lepman proposed an international conference on Comics 
and other harmful literature as an alternative. It was 
reported that Mrs. Lepman had visited Turkey, 
Lebanon and Iran in order to further the cause of 
children’s books and libraries. 

Professor Petrini was then inducted as the new 
President of the Board. He reiterated the aims of the 
Board which are, briefly, to establish a Section in every 
country in the world, to collaborate with all those who 
are trying to counteract the harmful effects of bad 
reading, to promote reading rooms wherever there are 
groups of young people and to establish more 
international youth libraries. It is also hoped that all 
publications having a definite political tendency can 
be excluded from children’s literature and that it will 
be possible to promote on the other side “a sound 
general political education based upon the develop- 
ment of moral conscience and human solidarity.” 

A less formal occasion was an evening with 
illustrators at which M. Faucher (France), Ugo 
Fontana (Italy), Alexis Steiner (Austria) and Reiner 
Zimnik (Germany) presented their picture books on 
the screen. In the same building was an exhibition of 
children’s drawings from the International Youth 
Library and a display of Pére Castor books. 

Papers on Saturday dealt with politics and 
children’s books outside the library in camps and parks. 
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These were given by delegates from Switzerland, Italy 
and Germany. 

The highlight of the Congress was, of course, the 
presentation of the Medal and diplomas. Introduced 
by Mrs. Lepman, Astrid Lindgren received her Medal 
from the hands of Signor Zoly, Italian “Minister 
President.” Her speech of acceptance was graceful and 
sincere, a reflection of her own charming personality. 
Diplomas of Honour were presented to representatives 
of 14 nations and certificates as “runners-up” to 10. 
Edward Ardizzone was present to receive his 
certificate. ‘The Congress closed with a fanfare and 
a final burst of song from a Children’s Choir. 

* * * * 

What of the value of the Congress? All 
international gatherings suffer from the language 
difficulty. There were only seven English speaking 
librarians present: Miss V. Haviland, the official 
American delegate ; four other librarians from The 
States ; Miss E. J. Evans, M.B.E., F.L.A., Director 
of the Ghana library system ; and myself. Naturally 
enough the main languages were Italian, German and 
French. Nothing is more difficult than to join in 
discussions and to make useful decisions when 
delegates come from such widely varying backgrounds 
and have such different standards. The chief value 
of such conferences is not so much the speeches as the 
opportunity to meet people from other lands. The 
programme was too crowded for delegates to get to 
know each other. The publication of the papers given 
at the Congress, however, will provide much useful 
information for publishers and other interested 
organisations. 

The chief concern of the Conference was the award 
of the Medal and it gave general pleasure that Astrid 
Lindgren should receive it. As a member of the Jury, 
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I am still unconvinced, however, that it is possible to 
make fair evaluation of so many books from such 
different backgrounds. Although it was claimed that 
all members of the Jury were “versatile in languages,” 
in reality each could read only a small proportion of 
the books sent in. In a few cases a book could not be 
read by any member of the Jury and so had to be 
summarised by an outside “expert.” This meant that 
Jury members were expected to vote on books they 
were unable to read and about which they knew little 
except the outline of the plot. Literary style cannot 
be judged in this way and even a good translation 
cannot take the place of the original text. 


It would be interesting to know which “responsible 
organisation” actually selected the entries in each 
country. Inevitably there must have been widely 
varying standards. In America and England, the 
responsible body consisted of children’s librarians, but 
who selected the books for Turkey, Yugoslavia or 
Finland for instance? 


An international book award is a wonderful idea 
but is it practicable? The Board would answer in the 
affirmative for the award has been made twice and the 
choice acclaimed. As a Jury member I would 
maintain from my own experience, that although the 
result of the award may be acceptable, it is not arrived 
at by any real comparison between all entries. 
However conscientious, each member can only judge 
which book of the few he has been able to read he 
deems the best. Who is qualified to make the final 
comparison between books in _ perhaps’ twelve 
languages? The task is impossible and results in 
members voting blindly for books they are quite unable 
to assess. For anyone of integrity this becomes 
eventually an untenable situation. This is not a 
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criticism of the Jury, which carried out its duties with 
commendable care. 

The Board has succeeded in bringing together many 
people and organisations interested in children’s 
books. It has the framework for the exchange of ideas 
and standards in children’s book publishing and it can 
focus public opinion on the importance of books and 
reading for the child. In its present form the Board 
is of more value to publishers than librarians but 
librarians have their own international organisation, 
IFLA. The smaller and less developed countries have 
most to gain by membership of the Board but this is 
no reason for standing aloof. Surely all countries 
concerned with the future of children’s literature 
should have at least a “watching brief” in an 
organisation so active in this sphere. 


* * * 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


The Junior Bookshelf agrees entirely with Miss Colwell, and 
particularly with her last sentence. Why should one join only those 
organisations where one gains something for oneself? One might expect 
countries like ours with a highly developed library service to join the 
movement with a view to sharing the results of their years of experience 
with others less fortunate. The difficulties of awarding the prize are 
obvious, and as Miss Colwell evaluates them. But the pm is only a 
focal point for arousing interest — the value of the whole movement is 
in the impetus given to the improvement in standards of children’s literature 
—— the world. 

We are glad to say that in all the countries mentioned by this article 
the Junior Bookshelf has subscribers. 














Books In Foreign Languages 


N the hope that the feature will be of interest, 

particularly to schools, we propose to devote an 

occasional section to reviews of foreign children’s 

books, beginning with French and German. The 

frequency of the section will depend on the 
number of suitable books we can find, the space 
available in our pages and the popularity of the 
feature. 

The French books are selected and reviewed by 
Mme. Irene Guyonvarch and the German by Mrs. 
Woodfield. Mme. Guyonvarch has written an 
introduction explaining the basis of her selection. 

We shall be pleased to receive suggestions from 
readers for any suitable books which they know. Some 
of the books reviewed may also be available in English 
translation, which may be a help to young readers, but 
we shall usually avoid authors whose works are almost 
inevitably translated and reviewed in this country. 

Mme. Guyonvarch writes: “The difference between 
James Barrie’s own Peter Pan and the recognised 
conditioned version fairly measures the distance 
between the French and the English attitudes to 
publishing for children. We are inclined to protect 
our children. They readily subject them to the 
baptism of fire; and provided the aims are true, the 
language well-chosen and the characters faithfully 
drawn French children may do the best they can with 
complications of style, unnerving situations, adult 
discourse and lengthy description. 

“That attitude does not translate automatically 
into suitable literature for English children, yet there 
is so much sound writing for children in the language 
of Alphonse Daudet and Victor Hugo, that its 
addition to the literary experience of English children 











106 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





could do nothing but good. ‘Though translation is 
the most obvious way to effect this, it is a hazardous 
process, at times endangering the native charm and 
significance of the original work. ‘The ideal 
alternative is for the books to be read in the language 
of origin. 

“More and more English children are being 
educated to the point of venturing to contemplate that. 
The aim of the Junior Bookshelf is to make available 
for these young students, through the librarian, some 
guidance in the choice of the best modern French 
literature for young people. 

“Few of the books will coincide in every respect 
with English tastes and conventions in the juvenile 
field. Few of them, in fact, would induce an English 
publisher to undertake translation with confidence ; 
and their presentation in the original French is further 
hampered by the fact that only a few English children 
are approximately at the same level of reading ability 
in French as their French counterparts — far more do 
not begin to study the French language until they are 
twelve years-old. That is approaching the age at which 
French children are expected to have reached maturity 
in their reading ability. It is evident that most English 
children, struggling with elementary French, have 
outgrown the subjects treated in French books for 
French children at the same stage of study; similarly 
those French books’ which have our twelve year-old 
approach as far as subject is concerned will tend to be 
far too advanced in vocabulary and syntax. 

“There are, however, two considerations that shorten 
the gap. One is that French children, urged to 
maturity at a greater rate than their English 
contemporaries, are something like two years ahead of 
them in literary appreciation and self-expression. A 
book graded, say, for French children of eight to ten 
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would generally fit more aptly into an English ten to 
twelve age group, judging by subject matter and 
degree of sophistication. The second consideration is 
that if the French publisher makes heavy demands on 
the understanding of his child readers he nevertheless 
relieves the text copiously with vivid illustrations, 
often in colour even for the fourteen year-olds. This 
is a tempting visual invitation to a hesitant reader, 
inclined to be daunted at the prospect of reading even 
a good story in a foreign language. Keenness to master 
the language is, in fact, the best incentive to reading 
of this nature, but sympathetic and _ attractive 
presentation is a marvellous encouragement. 

“We recognise that there are problems, and that 
they may never be completely solved, but this venture 
has educational aims in both the narrow and the 
broader senses. International understanding cannot 
be born too soon, and children must be allowed to 
discover that there is infinite pleasure in appreciating 
a point of view they differ from. 

“In accordance with the general practice of the 
Junior Bookshelf, the books reviewed will always have 
intrinsic merit. Their absolute faults will be 
demonstrated ; debatable points will be raised. It is 
for the student readers to test our recommendations if 
they wish, and we should welcome correspondence 
contributing thought on the subject of international- 
ising children’s literature. In the meantime we are 
offering a broad invitation to children who are 
disposed to turn their French lessons to account in the 
best possible way — to use them as a gateway to the 
enjoyment of the French language, so tricky to utter, 
so delightful to hear, and so rewarding to read.” 

x *  & 

The position with regard to German books is 

simpler in some ways than with French. Subject 
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matter, moral values and degree of sophistication are 
not very unlike those found in English books for 
children of the same age. The moralising, rather 
Victorian tone found immediately after the War is 
now giving way, albeit slowly, to a more modern 
atmosphere such as prevails in the best English books 
for children. The main difficulties are, of course, the 
language structure and vocabulary, but the general 
move towards simplification of style, and avoidance of 
long, involved sentences is very marked in most child- 
ren’s books. Nevertheless, it is difficult to find books 
suitable both in theme and language for the elemen- 
tary student. Production has improved greatly of 
late years. This makes for initial attraction. 

As this feature will involve much labour in the 
reading of very many books, of which a large number 
will be unsuitable, we do hope that those of our readers 
who are in constant contact with young students of 
languages will give us the benefit of their experiences. 


FRENCH BOOKS 
VeRITE, Marcelle. Marie des Neiges. Illus. by Elisabeth 
Ivanovsky. Series: Il Etait une Fois. French readers : 
5 to 12. English readers: Elementary. Librarie Hatier 220 fr. 
This collection begins and ends with a typically 
Scandinavian tale, ugly trolls contrasting harshly with 
exquisite beings — their grossness offset by the ready wit of 
the human hero or the purity of the heroine. The remaining 
stories, presumably original, do not clash, but are somewhat 
lighter even in their sadness and more radiant in their joy; 
the spider Cinderella is, however, a little pathetic. The 
language is concise and not over-complicated for the elementary 
reader approaching intermediate stage. 


Mauron, Marie. La Ségurane aux retours enchantés 
Illus. by Jacques Colas. Series: Primevére. French 
readers: 10 to 14. English readers: Intermediate 
Editions Bourrelier 

A writer enamoured with her subject describes the 

frequent longed-for visits of a band of children to the home 
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; of their grandparents in the hinterland of Provence, where 
re they all regale themselves with the seasonal wonders and 
or gastronomical pleasures. The book is a series of enthusiastic 
er descriptions, bound together with strong feelings of joy and 
is | companionship. There are abundant references to the 
rm traditional way of life in this particular region of the Midi — 
ks | references not easily picked up and savoured by English 
= | readers ; but this complication of subject matter is partly 


| assuaged by the almost constant use of the present tense. Not 
ral | every child’s choice for private reading in view of the absence 


of of a plot, but a useful supplement to instruction on the French 
id- way of life. 

‘ks || Bourcuicnon, Michel. Les Chevaliers de l’Autorail. Illus. 

n- | in colour. Editions G.P. — Rouge et Or: Dauphine 400 fr. 
of The youth of Belmont, in Brittany, inheriting from their 


parents a hatred of the neighbouring people of Camarec, take 
up arms to cast the occupying forces of the Camarec boys 


he from the Tour Pointue on the frontier of the two enemy 
er cantons. The “war” is fought with pantomime bombs and 
rs weapons, and the wounded are no more blooded than they 
of would be in any fist fighting, but what makes the war a serious 


affair is that both armies, too young to know the origin of 


es. the enmity between them, keep alive the fires of hatred in 
the name of principle. One of the boys falls dangerously ill 
with an attack of appendicitis. Only then, when he has to 
be rescued by the joint heroic efforts of friend and enemy, 
a do the children realise the futility of their enmity and, by 
lly making peace among themselves, show their elders the necessity 
ith for patching up the old quarrel. 
al _ This is a good adventure story in that it has a wealth of 
ing action and a strong theme. The early chapters will satisfy 
ioe punch-loving boys and girls, but the outcome could not more 
oy; carefully argue the case for brotherly love. This contemporary 
Phe piece of writing may not be destined for a long literary life, 
0 but it has far more weight, colour and point than numerous 


ephemeral tales of incredibly brilliant juvenile detection which 
pass for harmless. The resourcefulness and partial maturity 
of these young Bretons is larger than life, but they are whole, 
living characters. 

The style is flowing and sometimes racily colloquial. It 
will not be easy to the English eye at fourteen to fifteen, about 
the the age of most of the characters in the book. Nor will 
me English readers so easily as their French counterparts reconcile 

















THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





extrovert adventure with reflections on matters of conscience. 
rhe illustrations enrich the story and rival it in vigour. 


Cocan, Paul. Les Mousquetaires du Risque. Illus. 
Series: Collection Jean-Francois. French readers: 
Adolescent. English readers: Older boys — Advanced 
Editions Gautier-Languereau 230 fr. 
Real-life adventures of motcring aces engaged in riding 
out their most celebrated international races. “lhe book has 
no literary pretensions, but the writing is vivid, and any boy 
with a passion for cars is half-way cver the obstacles to enjoying 
such rousing reportage in the French language. 


Ji Mavuret, Micheline. J//im-Li-Co ou le j:uitiéme enfant 
[llus. by Danielle Dillemann. Series: El Etait une Fois 
j French readers: 5 to 12. English readers: Elementary 
/ Librairie Hatier 220 fr. 
Five charming f:::tasies, light, amusing and simply told. 
Him-Li-Co, being one of the longest and the most complicated, 
is not perhaps well-chosen as an opening. ‘Though these 
stories are, on the whole, exceptionally easy reading, they 
demand some exercise of the imagination and are not below 
the interest level of children too old for fairies but. still 
receptive of the incredible. 


Vitprac, Charles. Amadou le Bouquillon. Illus. by J. A. 
Cante. French readers: 8 to 12. English readers: 
Intermediate P ; , ; Editions Bourrelier 390 fr. 

The story of Amadou, the young and still edible little 
goat, almost finished as soon as begun, but luckily he slipped 
the butcher’s halter and wandered through the countryside, 
narrowly avoiding death from man and beast, but making some 
good friends and at last finding a place of his own among 
herd of grazing goats. 

Amadou is happily not the kind of goat who could be 
clothed or given human status, and his hopes and fears, his 
habits and his fate are one with his goat-nature ; so, though 
this is not confessed natural history it has something to teach 
about the bearded ones in a French setting. Wholly) 
down-to-earth readers will frown on the sentimental 
attachments formed with Maman Flora, the cow, and Bro, 
the dog, and will scoff at the tears shed at parting ; on th 
other hand, the charm of a gentle, uncomplicated text ani 
evocative line illustrations will find favour with unsophisticated 
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English girls, not older than thirteen, who are unprofessionally 
fond of animals ; for Amadou has a little of the universal 
appeal of Bambi. 
Bouts, Michel. Loup de Mer. Illus. by Pierre Joubert 
Series: Signe de Piste. French readers: 10 to 14 
English readers: Advanced : Editions Alsatia 350 fr. 
The story of yet another island, its secret protected by 
dangerous. Atlantic seas and the cruising AMorgane, manned 
by a motley crew of local Breton fishermen and boys, only too 
easily pricked into hostility against the Parisian amateurs 
aboard the Espadon. The equivocal behaviour of Gonzague, 
owner of the island, suggests that he is playing off the 
adversaries against each other. As the mystery unfolds, enmity 
diminishes, and a common love of the sea, and the little Breton 
port of ‘T'réheuc, home to some and holiday paradise to others, 
provokes a final armistice. 

The author lengthily establishes his own stand on matters 
of conduct but does not idealise the behaviour of his characters. 
His Parisians are a little arrogant and his Bretons typically 
wrong-headed and rugged. ‘This is not adult literature, but 
it is not for those too young to appreciate its implied romantic 
problems, its tendency towards argument, and its careful 
preoccupation with background and manners. 

Loisy, Jeanne. JL illes et Garcons du Donadio. Illus. in 
colour by C. de Gastyne. Series: L’Alouette. French 
readers: under 13. english readers: Intermediate 
Editions Bourrelier 795 fr. 
The daughter of a wealthy Spanish sheep farmer spends 
the summer in Sierra Morena, sharing the simple life of her 
father’s employés’ families. Isabel’s pleasure is their duty, for 
they are obliged in the season to pasture their master’s sheep 
in the mountains. <A sheep stealer threatens the serenity of 
the encampment; this touch of drama is sensibly. handled, 
and the stery is interestingly descriptive, adequately paced and 
extremely pleasant in tone as well as being sensitively 
illustrated. Though classifiable as feminine by English 
standards, this is by no means without general appeal. 


RocHE, Aime. Le Chef a l’Oeil d'Ivoire. Illus. by Pierre 

Joubert. Series: Signe de Piste. French readers: 14 to 
18. English readers: Advanced ._ Editions Alsatia 350 fr. 
Very few young men, and surely no young women, could 
relish this revealing story of the savagery impregnating the 
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lives of French Canadian Eskimos. It must be wholly 
unpalatable to the squeamish. Its relentless authenticity must 
be its strongest claim to attention. Entirely in character, every 
word and deed is launched in the spirit of attack. Only 
seasoned, sophisticated readers should attempt to read it. The 
meat is strong and raw. 


Datens, Serge. Le Bracelet de Vermeil. Illus. by Pierre 
Joubert. Series: Signe de Piste. French readers: 12 to 
15. English readers: Advanced . Editions Alsatia 350 fr. 


Prince Eric has taken a vow at the death of his father 
to perform a family duty of five hundred years’ standing. It 
is at the Scout camp, where he meets his only friend, Christian, 
that he discovers the terrible nature of the burden history has 
laid on him. 

A story for Scouts, and at that only those stout-hearted 
enough to contemplate death, yet sensitive enough to appreciate 
the mental agonies of Eric and the piety and love, at odds 
with his sense of duty to a dying parent, that makes him 
hesitate on the brink of suicide. The book takes itself too 
seriously to be classified simply as an adventure story, but 
there is incident in plenty, and an ingenious and meticulously 
worked out plot. Since its first publication twenty years ago 
this book has maintained its appeal in France ; it is claimed 
that in England “morceaux choisis”’ have been used for 
translation in French language lessons. 


CoLeno, Alice. Les Jardins de la Licorne. Illus. by 
Gian Berto Vanni. Series: I] Etait une Fois 
French readers: 5 to 12. English readers: Elementary 


Librairie Hatier 220 fr. 

Killi, a boy of the frozen North, is free of human society 

and all the conventions that hinder it. He can fly by night 

on the back of the Unicorn to the garden where all is 

pure-white and stainless. By ingenious planning he can save 

the precious egg of the Penguins and so perpetuate the race. 

Time and transport are no problems to him, and animal 

language no barrier. The reader must take the miracles for 
granted, as Killi does. 


CoLeno, Alice. Le Petit Phoque. Illus. by Gian Berto 
Vanni. Series: Il Etait une Fois. French readers: 5 to 
12. English readers: Elementary . Librairie Hatier 220 fr. 





Three more stories of Killi, the friend of birds and beasts, 
who this time saves the life of a beloved baby seal, restores 





olly 
nust 
very 
Ynly 
The 


) fr. 
ther 

It 
tian, 


has 


rted 
ciate 
odds 
him 
too 
but 
yusly 
ago 
imed 
for 


0 fr. 
ciety 
night 
Il is 


race. 
1imal 
s for 


0 fr. 
easts, 
stores 








THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 113 





to the tortoises their winter sleep and to the little brown bear 
his right to enter winter quarters. There is nobody like Killi 
to inspire confidence and to do the impossible, all in the name 
of friendship. If you think he is defying the rules of nature 
it is only that you are lacking in faith. 
Loisy, Jeanne. Le Secret de don Tiburcio.  Lllus. in 
colour by Francoise Estachy. Series: Collection 
L’Aloutte. French readers: 10 to 13. English readers : 
Intermediate p ‘ , , Editions Bourrelier 

The gypsy boy, Pepito, son of an amiable thief and willing 
accomplice of a wily old poacher, has never been to school 
until the arrival of don Tiburcio. |The schoolmaster nets 
Pepito in a scholarly sense, but finds himself deeply indebted 
to this loyal little ignoramus for the solution of a mystery 
involving his own fortunes. 

In this engaging book, few of the characters, with the 
outstanding exception of don Tiburcio, are models of 
behaviour, even by the evidently low standards current 
in Spain thirty years ago, which is roughly when this 
story took place ; but in spite of corruption in high and low 
places, family vendettas, and the persecution of the poor, the 
charm of Spain seeps through. Seen through the eyes of the 
likable urchin who tells the story, nothing is vulgar or mean 
or harmful to the innocent, and in any case the hope of a 
better life is strong. 

The Prix Jeunesse 1956 was awarded to this deserving 
book. The illustrations are an enchantment of supple line and 
colour. 

U.L.P. propose to publish a translation in 1959. 


GERMAN BOOKS 


GesHarDT, H.v. Das Madchen von Irgendwoher. 
Illus. by H. Brun. 159 pp. é F Dressler DM 5.80 
An outstandingly well-conceived and well-written story 
of a strange child in a small village, and the treatment accord- 
ed her by the village children. The language is simple enough 
for those with a modest knowledge of German and the story 
has straightforward appeal for children of 10 to 12. Yet the 
author displays such acute psychological insight, revealed in 
her development of the characters of children and parents, 
practically all of them markedly individual, that the book is 
quite fascinating to an adult. Will shortly be published in 
translation by the University of London Press. 








114 THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Hurtrerer, F. Treue findet ihren Lohn. 95 pp. 
8 x 5 , ‘ . — Schafistein DM 4.50 
A pathetic but diverting story of a small boy, his friend 
and his sister. ‘They have a donkey which they greatly love 
but their mother is a very poor widow and is persuaded to 
sell the animal. By what devices, skill and good luck the 
children recover him makes a delightful short story. Except 
for a few features and incidents the background is not notably 
foreign but it is a tale of resource and determination, full of 
incident and emotion and quick moving. Elementary to inter- 
mediate. 


REcHLIN, E. Tonki soll leben. Illus. 166 pp. 
Gundert DM. 5.90 

After a terrific storm on the island of Tawilah in the 
Persian Gulf a boy was found on the beach with a blue mussel 
in his hand. From ancient times this had been regarded as 
the sign of a future ruler of the fisher folk of that place, and 
all previous dynasties had begun in similar fashion. ‘Tonki, 
as this boy called himself, was brought up secretly until he was 
of an age to seek to dispose the tyrant Jussuf. At first Tonki 
was unsuccessful and had to flee the country. He was cap- 
tured by pirates and sold as a slave, but became the trusted 
friend of his young master. Finally he returned to Tawilah 
and accomplished his destiny. 

The story is unusual and full of excitement, half fantasy 
and half adventure. It is, however, clumsily developed in 
parts where Tonki, his Christian “master” and his friends 
embark on philosophical, ethical and religious discussions. 
This is more typical of the immediately post-war German 
books for young people and has a rather crippling effect on the 
action of the story. But it must be remembered that many 
German authors take very seriously the work of re-educating 
the young and countering the ill effects of the (often foreign) 
Comics and similar which have flooded their country since 
the War. 

The theme of this book is good and unusual and the 
development clever, imaginative and inventive, since Tonki 
attains his ends without bloodshed and without sacrificing his 
ideals. For advanced pupils. 

ScHREIBER, R. Taimo der Rikschajunge. 88 pp. 
74 X 44 ‘ , ‘ ; ‘ y Hebbel 

Another Chinese story, this time of a poor boy who is left 

as the sole support of his brothers and sisters. By hard work 
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he gains a patron and is able to get his own rickshaw. He is 
however, captured by wandering troops and his rickshaw is 
destroyed while his patron has to flee. After considerable 
hardship, Taimo escapes and returns home, only to find no 
trace of his family. Undaunted, he starts work again, and 
finally meets his friend and patron again, and with him leaves 
China. 

This is a wonderful story of patience, courage and per- 
severance in dreadful circumstances, and shows the unrest in 
China and its effects on the ordinary, desperately poverty- 
stricken poor. Intermediate, for boys and girls. 


Tuomas, M. Z. Schwestern schenkt der liebe Gott. 
Illus. by H. Brun. 125 pp. 6 X 74 . Dressler DM 4.80 

The publishers recommend this book for children of six 
and over! ‘The story is indeed about a little boy of great spirit 
and ingenuity who feels himself deprived of his place as centre 
of the family and especially of his mother’s affections, by the 
arrival of a little sister. But it is unlikely that many German 
children of six will have the skill necessary to read this book 
for themselves—nine years is a likelier age. ‘That being so, 
and the story being so entertaining by reason of Briider’s lively, 
inventive, unintentionally naughty but altogether charming per- 
sonality, probably many of the younger students of German 
would enjoy it. 

The chapters are short ; there is plenty of action and 
much humour, and though the vocabulary is fairly extensive, 
the sentence structure is simple and no determined reader 
should find it beyond his or her ability. Well written in an 
everyday style, it contains many colloquial idiomatic expressions 
rarely found in grammar books but necessary for a real un- 
derstanding of the language. A story of this type will help 
young readers to get the “feel” of the language, and once this 
is achieved comprehension becomes much easier. Elementary 
to intermediate grades. 


Tiecu, P. Maresle. Illus. by A. Pilch. 223 pp. 
Verlag Jugend u. Volk. Wien 
Maresle is the only child of poor circus people who, after 
much misfortune, find work and shelter at the inn in a moun- 
tain village. Later the parents die and Maresle lives with 
the postwoman higher up the valley and from a shy child 
becomes a clever and useful young woman. ‘The _ back- 
ground of the story is the ordinary, often hard life of the 
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mountain village—the small school, skiing, the hardships of 
the winter, the difficulties of making even a modest living. 
This provides the major interest in a book which is perhaps, 
by English standards, a little over-sweet and overdrawn. Some- 
what reminiscent of Heidi it will appeal to girls of from 12 
to 16. There is a fair sprinkling of dialect in parts, but only 
sufficient to add interest to a lively mind and stimulate an 
intelligent “guesser.” Intermediate. 


Weiss SonNENBURG, H. Pflaumenblute u. Kai Lin. 
Illus. by N. Clump. 128 pp. 83 X 53 Gundert 


The story of a Chinese girl whose parents are so poor 
that they sell her when quite young to be a servant in a 
wealthier household. Here she learns much and becomes a 
valuable help but later she attracts the notice of the son of 
the house who has modern ideas which are obnoxious to his 
parents. He leaves home to follow his bent ; Pflaumenblute 
finds her home again and after many vicissitudes again meets 
Kai Lin. A moving story of a life incredible to English 
children but bearing the stamp of truth. Intermediate girls. 

















Illustration by L. Lenski from Twilight of Magic (Cape) 
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The Domes of Pico  HuGH WALTERS 


“A space story which is outstanding . . . soars happily into the kind 
of tale where the boy hero can perform deeds of the greatest courage 
quite naturally.”—-MANCHESTER GUARDIAN. The hair-raising sequel to 
Blast Off at Woomera, in which young Chris Godfrey is rocketed 
once again to the Moon. 13/6 


The Chimneys of Green Knowe 


L. M. BOSTON 
Another imaginative and unusual story by the author of The Children 
of Green Knowe. With drawings by Peter Boston. 13/6 


The Incredible 
Adventures of 


Don Quixote ERIC ALLEN 


A spirited retelling of Cervantes for children. 
With drawings by David Knight. 13/6 





Never Run from the Lion 
ANTONIA RIDGE 


Two Eastern tales which have been broadcast in play form on 
B.B.C. Children’s Hour. With drawings by Barbara Freeman. 9/6 


Your Book of Astronomy 


PATRICK MOORE 

An elementary book in the Your Book series, giving the basic facts 
of astronomy in a clear and easy-to-read way. 

With 24 photographs and 24 drawings. 8/6 




















The Observer’s Book of 
PAINTING & GRAPHIC ART 


By WILLIAM GAUNT 


This survey of the whole field of painting and the allied arts 
from earliest times, emphasises the various themes ; landscape, 
portraiture, figure painting, etc. A special feature is the 
biographical index of great artists and their major works. Details 
on National Schools, and a chapter on general appreciation are 
also given. There are 16 plates in full colour and 48 half-tone 
illustrations. 5s. net 


The Observer’s Book of 
CACTI & other Succulents 


By S. H. SCOTT 


In this handy little book all the common species are described 
as well as some of the more spectacular species. For the 
beginner, there is advice on how to start a collection, and useful 
notes on cultivation and propagation. The variety of these 
plants is illustrated by 16 full-colour plates and 48 photographs 
in black-and-white. 5s. net 


IMPS AND ANGELS 


By JANE GILBERT 


Children of 9-11 years will appreciate this beautifully written 
and illustrated story set in the middle of the thirteenth century, 
at the time when families of builders and craftsmen were 
engaged on the building of the magnificent cathedral at nae. 

8s. 6d. net 


THREE CORNERS CAMP 


By KATHERINE L. OLDMEADOW 


The invitation to go to live in the gate-house of a real castle 
was thrilling for the Page children. The most important thing 
that happened during that eventful year was Andy’s discovery of 
an old man who lived in a hut in a disused quarry. 8s. 6d. net 


From All Booksellers 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1-4 BEDFORD COURT, LONDON, W.C.2 




















































The New Books 


FOR LIBRARIANS a 


Children’s books of the century. Library Association 3/6 wal 

This is a very good list, within the limits which the Youth 
Libraries’ Committee has set itself, of 119 children’s titles 
published in this country between 1899 and 1956. The annota- 
tions are excellently concise and there is a short, interesting 
historical survey of publishing for children in this period, which 
covers more than the limits of the list. The main regret is 
that the Committee confined itself so narrowly, and yet can 
give one eminent author (De la Mare) seven entries and four 
each to A. A. Milne and Eleanor Farjeon. ‘The object of the 
Committee is to build a library of representative children’s 
books and being without any funds it relies on donations. 

It is to be hoped that the quality maintained here will help 
all who purchase books to keep a high standard and that the 
first list will quickly be followed by another which embraces 
more of the best books which have been published here. There 
is a need for guidance amongst the vast number of books which 
are being published. A glance at those which have been popular 
and have faded and a longer look at those which have stood 
the test of time will aid all who are concerned in selecting 
children’s books. 


PICTURE BOOKS 


ARDIZZONE, Epwarp. Tim and Lucy go to sea. Lllus. 
by the author. 48 pp. 10} X 73 : O.U.P. 10/6 
Mr. Ardizzone has redrawn this book, first published in 
1938, to match the other post-war Tim books. In doing so, 
he has enriched the pictures with many characteristic and 
mature touches. The reproduction of colour may not be so 
good, and some conservative admirers may regret the loss of the 
spacious page of the original edition ; but on all other counts 
this is an improved version and one which will delight a new 
generation, as well as many generations to come. 
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Francoise. Springtime for Jeanne-Marie. Illus. 
by the author. 32 pp. 10 X 8. Brockhampton Press 10/6 


The third picture book about Jeanne-Marie keeps up the 
standard. Jeanne-Marie is a very charming little girl, and the 
reader is delighted that she succeeds in finding not only her 
missing duck Madelon but also a personable young man called 
Jean-Pierre. The simple repetitive story is just right for these 
pictures, so naive and yet so highly accomplished. The colour- 
printing is highly successful. 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


ALLEN, E. Pepe Moreno and the Roller Skates 
Illus. by D. Knight. 60 pp. 84 X 6 . Faber 9/6 


There is plenty of good knock-about fun in this set of 
anecdotes about Pepe Moreno, the little shoe-black, but the 
real quality of the book lies in the way in which it conveys 
the atmosphere of a little Spanish town. It is genuinely funny 
and fundamentally true. ‘The book is written with style and 
with an infectious delight in the author’s invention. 


ALMEDINGEN, E. M. Russian Fairy Tales. Illus. by 
H. Cook. 206pp. 8X5 . . . Muller 12/6 


Thirteen fairy tales with Russian backgrounds, retold in 
modern English. They are well told; the stories remain 
humorous, sad and mysterious, yet are easy and lively to read. 
The illustrations are too conventional and elaborate, in the 
Andrew Lang tradition, so do not match well with the fresh 
modern voice that Miss Almedingen uses to enchant the 
contemporary reader. This volume is one of the best yet in 
Muller’s series of fairy tales from many lands. 


Bonnet, L. Chinese Fairy Tales. Illus. by H. 
Toothill. 207 pp. 8X5 . . . Muller 12/6 





A delightful collection. Mr. Bonnet’s versions have that 
gravity-removing seriousness which all readers of Kai-Lung 
will recognise as authentic. They are satisfactorily brief, with 
none of that writing-up which disfigures the “literary” 
folk-tale. Some of the themes are familiar in Western 
variants ; others seem to be new. At least half-a-dozen of - 
the funny ones and one of the serious will go at once into 
every story-teller’s collection, and many of the others will 
qualify with a little more familiarity. 
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The series to which this belongs is an excellent one, and 
the publishers have earned the gratitude of all readers and 
tellers of tales for their enterprise, but the mean format is 
quite unworthy of the contents. 


Date, N. The House Where Nobody Lived. Illus. 

by C. Brooker. 95 pp. 74 X 5. Hamish Hamilton 6/6 
This is a simple story of an empty house in a wood, that 
is found and used by a group of children, until the owner, 
an artist, returns to find them there and to give them proper 
sanction to go on using it. The beginning of the story is apt 
to be a little confusing for the young reader with its rather 
unnecessary talk of Mr. Nobody who lives in the house, but 
apart from this initial mistake the story is clearly told. The 
theme of an empty house being found and cleaned and used 
by children is an old one, but always a fascinating one. One 
does feel, however, that there could have been greater detail 
to enliven the tale and a more imaginative vocabulary to 
enliven the writing. Most of the children are not impressive 
as characters, but Benjy, the youngest and the rather difficult 
and awkward child, is a very real person, while the brief 
appearance of Mr. Beak the old man walking through the 

wood gives an impression of sudden life. 


GoppEn, R. Mouse House. Illus. by A. Adams 

63 pp. 9 X 6 boards ; ; Macmillan 10/6 
There is no more skilled dispenser of delights today than 
Miss Godden. Her books for children have that quiet 
perfection which passes almost unnoticed; style is so much a 

part of her being that it cannot be dissected or analysed. 
Mouse House is a result of the same partnership which 
made The Fairy Doll such an enchanting book. It is the 
story of a little girl whose trinket box — made like a house 
and inhabited by a he-mouse and a she-mouse whose fur looked 
like flannel — was adopted as a home by a family of mice 
with accommodation trouble. The story is simple enough for 
the smallest children and springs from accurate observation; 
it is in the fullest sense a true story. The difficulty of a story 
told from both the human and the mouse point of view is 
that of proportion. Miss Godden, and her illustrator, 
maintain perfect perspective. The reader shares in the fortunes 
of the mouse family, while keeping the standpoint of Mary. 
Mouse House is that rarest of books, a product of 
complete sincerity and impeccable taste. | How one dreads 
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most stories of talking mice! Here there is no slightest fear 
of inanity or sentimentality; the author’s strength and 
inflexibility are evident behind the delicate strands of this 
most memorable and enchanting tale. 


GRAHAM, R.- Flying O'Flynn. Illus. by C. 
Macdonald. 136 pp. 8 X 53 ‘ , Dent 11/6 


An Irish washer-woman makes a story-teller in the best 
tradition. Mrs. O'Flynn tells her adventures to Robin, who 
sits in the kitchen on wet days while Mrs. O’Flynn gets on 
with the tubbing and ironing. ‘The stories are all fantasies, 
for the washer-woman is able to fly all over the werld in her 
washing-basket, but they are told in a racey, down to earth 
way and are full of good humour and exclamation marks. 


Green, R. L. Old Greek Fairy Tales. Illus. by 
E. H. Shepard. 186 pp. 74 X5 . ._ Bell 12/6 


Mr. Green has had an excellent idea to retell some of 
the Greek myths in such a way as to bring out the folk-tale 
element in them. He has done this by going back, so far as 
is possible, to their earliest form, omitting the very elaborate 
and complex framework of legend and history which they 
have accumulated and, incidentally, many of the difficult 
proper names. The result is a charming collection of tales, 
many of which are reminiscent of our European folk-tales, 
and some of which have an elusive familiarity. One suddenly 
recognises them for what they are! Mr. Green has an eas) 
and intimate style, but he has perhaps sacrificed poetry too 
often to the colloquial, a surprising weakness when onc 
remembers the splendour of his King Arthur. Neverthless, 
a delightful book, to which Mr. Shepard has contributed some 
characteristically down-to-earth illustrations. 


Guttiot, R. The Blue Day. Illus. by M. Gill 
32 pp. 84 X 63 : A ‘ Bodley Head 7/6 





This is pure enchantment, a little story composed of the 
most delicate sentiment and informed with true observation. 
Only a writer of M. Guillot’s quality could have done it 
without smudging the fine lines. 


It is a story for very small children. Mia, the little 
deserted Dutch doll, awaits in her attic the call to her blue 
day, the day when lonely dolls have for just a few hours their 
heart’s desire. Mia’s blue day comes, and every child will 
share her delight. The end is quite unexpected, completely 
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characteristic, and with a touch of the master’s bitter-sweet. 
A lovely book. 

Two small criticisms. Miss Gill’s drawings are charming 
enough, but they are not nearly up to the quality of the story; 
and it was a serious mistake to place some of them away from 
the pages they illustrate. This will merely distract and puzzle 
the reader. 


Picarp, B. L. German Ilero-sagas and Folk-tales 
Illus. by J. Kiddell-Monroe. 197 pp. 8} * 54 
O.U.P. 15/- 
Miss Picard has achieved the distinction of making a 
book of German tales without Grimm. ‘To do this she has 
had to draw on stories like the Pied Piper and Bishop Hatto, 
which are more historical romances than folktales, and Til 
Eulenspiegel, which is largely literary in origin. But these 
tales are well worth preserving in so convenient a form, and 
Miss Picard’s versions are fluent as ever. ‘The hero sagas are 
almost uniformly brutal and unpleasant. Divorced from poetry 
and music the story of Siegfried lacks grandeur, and the 
behaviour of all the characters will ‘seem incomprehensibly 
savage to children who necessarily lack the historical 
background. As in others in this series, the sagas and the 
folk-tales make uneasy partners. 
The book has the dignity and beauty of format and 
illustration which have distinguished every contribution to the 
series. 


Power, P. M. Legends from the Outback. Illus. 
by J. Outhwaite. 127 pp. 73 X 54 : Dent 11/6 


Mrs. Power has put together a number of beast-fables 
of the Australian aborigines. ‘These are excellent, brief and 
pointed, and they deserve incorporation into the repertory of 
many story-tellers. It is a pity that she has chosen to tell 
them through the mouth of a kind of Abbo Uncle Remus, 
with embarrassing dialogue between him and a tiresome little 
white girl. I cannot believe that this clumsy apparatus serves 
any purpose but that of spinning out the book to an additional 
thirty or so pages. The tales are quite good enough to stand 


alone. 
Rince, A. Never Run from the Lion. Illus. by the 
author. 68 pp. 84 X 6 , , : Faber 9/6 


Mrs. Ridge is one of the best of present-day writers of 
short stories for children. The two in this book are in the 
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Arabian Nights tradition; that is, they are folk-tales with a 
literary turn of phrase and a liking for the sententious. Both 
are concerned with the theme of courage. Prince Azgid, in 
the title story, runs discreetly away from the lion until he 
brings himself to accept the fact that he is afraid. After that 
he faces his fear and discovers that it is baseless. In Enhammed 
of the Red Slippers, little Ali, who is afraid of everything, 
finds that, when the baby brother he loves is in danger, he 
has reserves of courage on which to draw. Both are charming 
stories, told in a mannered style and admirable for reading 
aloud. The book is adequately ‘illustrated and printed, but 
many readers may find the price unreasonably high. 


Severn, D. The Green Eyed Gryphon. Illus. by P. 
Seward. 95 pp. 74 X 5 . Hamish Hamilton 6/6 


The Gryphon is the animal who decorates the high roof 
of the block of offices where Mr. Ramsden works. When 
Mr. Ramsden is ordered abroad by the chairman of the 
company it is the green eyed gryphon who helps his three 
children to reverse this decision so that their father can stay 
at home. ‘There is something of the folk and fairy tale about 
this story, with its three wishes granted to the children and 
with its visions of seemingly unconnected items seen deep in 
the eyes of the grpyhon which guide the children to the granting 
of their wishes. There is too a happy homely air about the 
story that is echoed in Prudence Seward’s casual yet warmly 
sympathetic drawings. ‘Towards the end of the book, however, 
the magic disappears, the homeliness becomes chill, and events 
are kaleidoscoped in a slick and too matter-of-fact manner 
that betrays the earlier fantasy. 


Wituunms, U. M. Hobbie. Illus. by the author 
124 pp. 73 X 53. +. ~~. ~~ Brockhampton Press 8/6 


This is a gay amusing fantasy — a rollicking and 
hilarious piece of nonsense. The Ferdinand family go on 
holiday to the sea-side leaving behind their old wooden hobby 
horse, Hobbie. Hobbie decides that he will follow them, and 
as he does so collects other hobby horses on the way. ‘Their 
arrival at the sea-side surprises, embarrasses and annoys the 
children, who behave very badly towards these enterprising 
animals. The horses, hurt but undaunted, earn money by 
giving rides to children on the sands and are soon quite a 
famous and popular company, while in the end the Ferdinand 
family, ashamed of themselves, come to value and respect them 
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too. Miss Williams has a sympathy and a robust yet tender 
regard for all her characters so that the whole world is real. The 
main characterisation is splendid. Each child of the Ferdinand 
family is a separate individual with a rounded and colourful 
personality, while Hobbie is a complete person in his own 
right with a winning and persuasive charm. The Tomkins 
family are more vague and not so well known but serve as 
a sufficient and suitable foil for the Ferdinand family. The 
whole is a light fantasy in holiday mood with a gay 
purposefulness that is warm and sincere. 


Wicurams-E:us, A. They Dared to Ask Questions 


Illus. 68 pp. 8 X 54 , : Blackie 6/- 
WituiamMs-E.us, A. Magic, Science and Invention 

Illus. 72 pp. 8 X 54 ‘ " Blackie 6/- 
WicuamMs-Etuis, A. You Yourself. Illus. 64 pp. 

8 X 54 , : Blackie 6/- 


Readers of Mrs. Williams-Ellis will know what to 
expect ; they will not be disappointed. Under the general 
title of Seekers and Finders, these books (and there are more 
to follow) are introductory reading in science for quite young 
people. The first two follow the same pattern: an introduc- 
tory chapter, followed by accounts of the work of people like 
Pasteur, Darwin, Edison, Linnaeus, the Curies, the Wrights, 
and the Banana Flies. The third asks, and answers, fifty 
questions that an enquiring child might ask. The material is 
nicely graded to be within an average child’s grasp, and the 
style is genial without being arch. Each book concludes with 
a section Things to Do. (Great care has been spent on the 
illustrations, which are very attractive. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


ARMSTRONG, R. No Time for Tankers. Illus. by 

R. Gray. 177 pp. 73% X 5 i; S ; Dent 12/6 
The book takes its title from the attitude of a merchant 

navy apprentice, Greg Harris, who has so far been unable to 

see oil tankers as real ships and thinks they would be the last 
things on earth — or sea — which he would wish to join. 

An accident to his own ship, taken in tow by a despised tanker, 

to which he has to transfer, opens his eyes more than sornewhat. 
While he is fast becoming better acquainted with tanker 
characteristics, he and the tanker’s apprentices become involved 
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in an arms-running conspiracy centred around the oil depot 
at which they are for a time tied up. This part of the story 
is well constructed and suspense mounts cleverly until the 
climax is reached. The upshot is that Greg has changed his 
mind about tankers and is quite eager to accept an earlier offer 
from his present mate to finish his time in a tanker of which 
the mate is to take command. Incidentally, the mate’s summary 
of tanker history in the first chapter: is an easily assimilated 
insertion of useful fact, and the vital importance of oil in 
modern economics, and, therefore, its part in modern politics, 
is intelligently expounded in naturally developed conversations 
between Greg and his young friends. 


Asimov, I. Building Blocks of the Universe. 256 p 
83 X 53 , . Abelard- Pi 15/- 


Those acquainted with Professor Asimov’s previous books 
will be glad that he has turned his attention to inorganic 
chemistry in the shape of an entertaining account of the 
chemical elements, framed round the periodic table. Each 
period is taken in turn and its most important elements are 
dealt with at some length, while the other members of the 
group receive less, though adequate, attention. Every element 
is mentioned — and there were a hundred and two when the 
book went to press. He even makes the Rare Earths attractive, 
and is good on the radioactive elements, and the man-made 
ones. He is to be commended for giving the derivations of 
the names of the elements. Any young chemist should be 
given the opportunity of seeing this book. 


BauMANN, H. The Barque of the Brothers. Illus. 
by U. Schramm. 245 pp. 8% X 54 . O.U.P. 12/6 


This unusual book, unusual in both story and treatment, 
makes one realise what poor stuff is so often served up as 
suitable adventure yarns for older children. The Barque of 
the Brothers demands some effort from the reader — to follow 
the plot closely, to understand the moral problems involved, 
to cope with unfamiliar names, to accept the unconventional 
background. And the reward is commensurate with the effort 
involved. 


Based on a true fifteenth century incident, the book 
describes the travels of two brothers, Tinoco, the wanderer, 
and Aires, the home-lover. They join the ranks of the ruthless, 
magnetic Infante Henrique and sail to Africa, first on an 
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ill-fated attack on Tangier and then on an exploration of the 
west coast, a peaceful voyage of discovery that turns into a 
race with lurking death. 

Hans Baumann juggles cleverly with contrasting 
characters. The two orphan brothers are quite different in 
temperament but linked by affection and a common necessity 
to earn a living together. The saintly conduct of Padre Pio 
as a volunteer hostage and the proud independence of the two 
pilots, Nuno Tristao and Gil Eannes, are set beside the fawning 
guile of Lanzarote and the treason of Padre Martin. 

The deeper human problems are never swamped by the 
blood and plunder of orthodox adventurers battling against 
men and the sea. There is hardly a character of note who 
does not, at some time, have a difficult decision to make. 
Reading this fine book provides not only a striking story but 
also an insight into the values and struggles of an adult world. 


Boston, L. M. The Chimneys of Green Knowe 
Illus. by P. Boston. 186 pp. 8 X 53 . Faber 13/6 


Tolly again spends the school holidays with his 
grandmother at the old house of Green Knowe and there he 
again hears of and meets characters from the past who have 
lived at Green Knowe. This is real fantasy with fascinating 
detail and intricacy of pattern. The stories of the old 
inhabitants are told to Tolly by his grandmother and spring 
from an old patchwork quilt upon which she is working, 
renewing and renovating the worn pieces of material. The 
detail of this leads to the detail of the past, and there is no 
barrier of time as Tolly meets the characters associated with 
the various highly individual pieces of material. Past and 
present come together quietly, surely and smoothly, and Tolly 
enters himself, if only for a brief moment, into the stories 
and adventures of.the.past. Everywhere in the house is full 
of vital lively people from the two ages, and the picture of 
Susan, the blind daughter of the house, and Jacob, the black 
boy who is her companion, is a lovely and quietly moving one. 


BrichHt, R. The Land and People of Mexico 
Illus. 90 pp. 73 X 5 . ; , Black 7/6 


The tremendous variety of climate in Mexico and the 
consequent variation of occupation, temperament and physical 
detail make a brief survey something of a nightmare for any 
author who has no eye for selection. Fortunately Mr. Bright 
possesses this faculty in large measure, so that he has compiled 
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a book which is comprehensible without being shapeless and 
combines a compelling picture of modern Mexico with relevant 
recollections of its historical development. The twenty-one 
photographs are exceptionally good, even for this series, 
especially those illustrating the memorable architecture of 
Mexican cities old and new. For the fact lover there is a 
very comprehensive Appendix which provides essential details 
of the individual states which comprise the Republic, lists of 
products and wild life, currency, etc., and a varied list of 


books for further reading. 


Brown, V. How To Make a Home Nature Museum 
Illus. 184 pp. 74 X 5 , ; , Faber 12/6 


One cannot say much for the style of this very informative 
book. It tends to be dull on account of the thoroughness of 
the explanations within the space allowed and it is occasionally 
condescending, which it ought never to be in a book of this 
kind. However, it is meant less to be read than to be referred 
to, and as a book of reference for those interested in its subject 
it could hardly be better at the price. It starts from the 
beginning and insists on the difficulties which may beset the 
home museum enthusiast, goes on to advise on preparation of 
the available space, collecting, classifying and mounting 
specimens. The latter half of the book contains instructions 
for the making of moulds, drawings, charts and diagrams, 
arrangement and exchange of specimens. Eighteen pages of 
appendices deal with books worth reading, sources of supplies 
and suggestions for exhibits. A normal Index follows. The 
drawings are numerous and painstakingly executed. 


CATHERALL, A. Jungle at Illus. by P. Hogarth 
160 pp. 74.X 5 “ : Dent 12/6 


The story ofa at in che: _ jungle. Gupta’s white 
master is attacked by a Pathan shikari and left for dead. It 
is the courage and resource of the Indian boy that save the 
Englishman’s life and bring retribution to the would-be 
murderer. 


There is almost too much suspense in this exciting story. 
Again and again death seems imminent for Gupta and his 
master. But the theme of loyalty and Gupta’s lively person- 
ality hold the plot together and capture the reader’s interest. 
The introduction of a faithful dog enhances the book’s ap- 
peal for boys. 
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The background of the story, a fresh one for this author, 
is well-drawn — the teeming jungle life, the insufferable heat, 
the colour and ever present danger of the jungle. 


Only the white man seems inept and unworthy of Gupta’s 
devotion. When the boy asks to be his servant as his reward, 
his master can only say lamely, “Perhaps I’d better adopt you.” 


The illustrations are too confused for a straightforward 
tale of adventure. 


CirarRK, R. W. Instructions to Young Ramblers 

Illus. 128 pp. 83 X 54 : Museum Press 12/6 
Mr. Clark has interpreted his title very widely. His 
instructions cover a number of subjects, all of which have 
some connection with rambling. The inevitable details of 
what goes into a rucksack, how to treat boots and blisters, 
and what clothes to wear are followed by some useful hints 
on using a map — this cannot be properly taught in a few 
pages — and a welcome chapter on courtesy in the country. 
That takes us to page thirty, and, apart from river 
rambling and walking in rough country, the next ninety or 
so pages are devoted to a variety of topics which include 
elementary geology, archaeology and architecture, Roman 


Britain, the National Trust, weather forecasting and keeping 
a notebook. 


A hotch-potch of interesting facts and suggestions, Mr. 
Clark’s book will be enjoyed mainly by those youngsters who 
are already converts to rambling ; it might make some of the 
stay-at-homes put on their boots and have a go. 


DanieEL-Rops. The Book of Books. Illus. by F. Kredel 

166 pp. 94 X 63 , Burns Oates 21/- 
Writers meddle with the. Bible at their peril. The most 
successful have been those who, like Margherita Fanchiotti, 
having steeped themselves in the original, put it aside and write 
individual prose with dignity and reverence. Mr. Daniel-Rops 
has a different approach. This “story of the Old Testament” 
tries to do too many things and does some well and some very © 
badly. He is weak on narrative, which is colloquial, slipshod 
and without eloquence. He excels in casual touches which 
bring the Bible alive by drawing parallels with more recent 
history. His illustrations are naturally from French history, 
but are not less effective for that. Better than most writers 

in this field he makes the Bible seem sense. 
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It is particularly unfortunate, in view of the book’s many 
excellences, that for the English edition the proper names 
were not rendered in the form of the Authorised Version. 
This will make it needlessly difficult for children, who will 
have to puzzle out who Eliseus, Josue, Jephte and 
Nabuchodonosor are. It is a pity too that the book should 
have illustrations so remarkably lacking in distinction. 


FAIRHOLME, E. AND PowELL, P. Esmeralda Ahoy! 
Illus. by E. Fairholme. 255 pp. 8 X 5. Heinemann 12/6 


A summer holiday story about four children and their 
boat. It starts with that familiar situation, Mum called away 
to sick Dad, fixing up at the last moment for the family to 
go to stay with Aunt Thingamy in Scotland, then having to 
leave before the reply comes that the aunt cannot have the 
children after all. The young Lorrimers are left on their 
own in their London house, looked after only by the Austrian 
cook. On their first aimless day they take a "bus to 
Hammersmith Bridge and find themselves buying a small boat. 
For the rest of the holidays they sail this up and down the 
river, having adventures with an unpleasant tugboat man, 
discpvering an island and sailing down as far as the Nore. 
The sailing background is carefully and technically drawn ; 
the London Thames makes an original holiday background; 
the children are pleasant and their conversation breezy. 
Esmeralda Ahoy! is a successful, unpretentious story in the 
ordinary holiday tradition. 


FetpMAN, H. The Land and People of Pakistan 
Illus. 90 pp. 7% X 5 , . Black 7/6 


Not the least of Mr. Feldman’s achievements in this 
addition to a well-known series is his concise marshalling of 
the salient facts of India’s history and the recent history, 
‘formation and. fortune of Pakistan itself.. He then deals with 
East and West Pakistan, in general, separately, and with the 
States and their individual aspects. So far as people are 
concerned, they come under both a general survey and a review 
of contemporary citizens of the new régime. The origin and 
present importance of cities and sizeable towns receive a 
chapter, as do the villages and their problems, with an envoi 
on future prospects and aims. A brief Appendix sums up 
money, measures, population, area, resources, the Press, and 
education, with a short list of modern books of reference. 
There are fifteen excellent photographs. 
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Fitter, R. Your Book on Bird Watching. Illus. 
40 pp. 84 X 6 : ; ‘ ; . Faber 7/6 

This little book sets out to tell the young reader how to 
start on birdwatching as a hobby. Beginning in his own 
garden he is told how to make nest boxes and put up bird 
tables to attract different kinds of small garden birds. When 
he goes further afield there are hints on observing nesting 
birds, on bird first-aid and, as one would expect, some very 
sound suggestions on keeping a good field note book. The 
section on field glasses and telescopes is rather detailed for 
a book of this kind. 

The latter part of the book is concerned with a few of 
the best known birds from different habitats with particular 
emphasis on the distinctions between similiar species. It is 
disappointing to find that the drawings here give no indication 
of the relative sizes of the birds and this is the weakest part 
of a book which is in most ways just what the young beginner 
to bird watching wants. ‘The book is attractively produced 
on good quality paper and written in a straightforward style 
which will appeal to the 9 to 11 year-olds for whom it is 


intended. 
Frere, M. The Secret Holiday. Illus. by P. j 
Marcais. 128 pp. 74 X 5 P Heinemann 10/6 


This is a translation, by Campbell Nairne, from the 
French. It is a French version of the summer holiday 
adventure. Unlike the English stories of this sort, no gang 
or family of children is involved. There is one boy, who lives 
alone in a hayloft, looked after by the keeper’s son, spying on 
the family who have bought the Big House where his 
grandfather used to live, and where he used to spend his 
holidays. There is no background of boats or ponies or 
treasure hunting. The boy merely survives in his hiding place, 
learning up his Latin, venturing out now and then, and 
gradually coming to tolerate, then admire the girl who discovers 
him and becomes his accomplice. 

The story is told in the first person. It is brief, vivid, 
always unexpected, full of a feeling of country life in summer, 
and entirely delightful to read in spite of the rather stilted 
translation. 


Hamitton, E. The Heavenly Carthorse. Illus. by 
M. Gill. 160 pp. 8X5 . .  Bodley Head 


This is a pony story of the sort that leads from days of 
training in the fields at home to success in the show ring. It 














132 


THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





is, however, much better than most. This is partly because 
it is carefully, a little too sweetly, written; partly because the 
setting is Ireland ; mainly because all the characters are 
worthwhile, well created people whose talk is worth listening 
to, whose actions are realistic. The drawings by Margery Gill 
are so good that they help to raise this pleasant story above 
the usual low “pony” level. 


Harris, M. K. Emily and the Headmistress. Illus. 
by S. Rose. 160 pp. 8 X 5} ; : Faber 12/6 


This is a school story with a different air, and that air 
is fresh, and new, and invigorating. Emily is eight years-old, 
and as her parents are abroad and her aunt in hospital, she 
has to stay at school with the headmistress during the school 
holidays. This mew experience affords her unexpected 
pleasures and new encounters, but she finds it difficult when 
the term starts to be just one of many once again and deprived 
of holiday privileges. ‘The author gives an excellent picture 
of an eight year-old who in her endeavours to be grown-up 
shows her nearness to babyhood, and whose moods of shyness 
and loneliness, unhappiness and happiness take her by surprise 
The headmistress, too, exhibits the appropriate dignity of her 
station together with a very warm and human regard for 
Emily, thus revealing the very real and full personality behind 
the justified facade. Here is a slice of real life, and the 
illustrations by Sheila Rose give a hasty but sure impression 
of the warmth and integrity of the whole. 


Kyetcaarp, J. TJrish Red. 192 pp. 7 X 5 


Collins 7/6 

The Picketts, father and son, are enthusiasts for the 
hunting qualities of the red Irish setter but they cannot 
understand how a wonderful dog like Big Red, their one-time 
champion, can have fathered a mutton-head like the son, Mike, 
who seems to have not the faintest gift for men and guns. 
A trip into the mountains, however, eventually proves that 
Mike is best of all gun dogs and intelligent enough to save 
his young master’s life. Incidental difficulties arise over the 
new “fad” of their employer for English setters, but all is 
happily resolved. For all who enjoy dog stories in which the 
progress of training and companionship with man is drawn 
in careful but easy detail this will be a very acceptable story. 
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Knicut, F. He Sailed With Blackbeard. Illus. by 

P. Jobson. 278 pp. 8 X 5}. : Macmillan 12/6 
Captain Knight’s latest period adventure tale begins with 
smugglers and ends with pirates. Young ‘Toby Dawes, 
4 orphaned — as he thinks — by the disappearance of his father, 
an eighteenth century customs officer, tricked by a smuggling 
organisation, finds himself on the way to London in the 
company of the mysterious seaman, Jem Crow. ‘There he 
tries to be of service to an honest merchant and his daughter 
but is trepanned and finds himself en route to Virginia for a 
slave — by coincidence with that same Crow — but pirate 
) interference brings them both into the service of the famous 
pirate, Blackbeard Teach. The merchant’s daughter turns up 
among the female slaves, to complicate matters, and the pirate 
quartermaster turns out to be a mortal enemy of the 
treacherous merchant who has connived at their common ruin. 
In fact, there are some pretty ramifications of plot which the 
author unravels with fascinating craft in a convincing period 
atmosphere of villainy and enterprise. Despite many setbacks 
and cruel experiences, Toby reaches manhood with credit and 
is at last re-united with his father who has found honourable 

employment in the Bahamas. A thoroughly enjoyable tale. 


Manton, J. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson. Illus. 


96 pp. 8 X 5 d : : . Black 6/6 
NoeEt-Baker, F. Fridtjof Nansen. Illus. by D. 
Relf. 94 pp. 8 X 5 ; ‘ ‘ : Black 6/6 


Two additions to the series Lives to Remember. Jo 
Manton has given us the story of the first woman to be trained 
as a doctor in England. Elizabeth Garrett Anderson was a 
pioneer, a woman of determination and courage and vision. 
Unlike many pioneers, however, she also enjoyed a family and 
social life, and had many other interests besides medicine. As 
in her biographies of Bach and Schweitzer, the author has 
succeeded in bringing her subject to life not only as a public 
figure but as a person. Girls will enjoy this sympathetically 
written book about a warm hearted and attractive woman. 

The other volume, on the life of Nansen, suffers by 
comparison with Aubrey de Selincourt’s recent biography of 
the same great man. It is not as well written and is, because 
of its cheapness, rather poorly produced. In _ Francis 
Noel-Baker’s book the emphasis is on Nansen as a_ public 
figure in international affairs; in Aubrey de Selincourt’s on 
Nansen the explorer and seaman. Both books are useful but 




















THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 





Aubrey de Selincourt has given us the more imaginative and 


thoughtful interpretation of Nansen as a man and a great 
benefactor. 


Mayne, W. Underground Alley. Illus. by M. L. 
, O. 


Foster. 168 pp. 8% X 53 


U.P. 10/6 

Underground Alley is something of a jeux d’esprit. The 
plot is very far-fetched and towards the end becomes little 
short of ludicrous, depending on the mayor of a town in the 
Welsh Marches playing with children a few hours before the 
first visit of Royalty for five hundred and sixty five years. Patty, 
the heroine, discovers in the cellar of the house a gallery in 
which five centuries ago an old wizard reconstructed a street 
to deceive soldiers leading a convoy of gold from Wales to the 
King in London; the treasure was thus stolen and the town had 
incurred Royal displeasure ever since. Accepting all this, it 
is still hard to understand Patty’s own conduct even though 
she is going through a crisis of adjustment in her relations with 
her stepmother. And the antics of the Mayor, to say nothing 
of the speech of the Prince, strain the remnants of the reader’s 
credulity. This is a pity because in Patty herself Mr. Mayne 
has created an excellent character; her problems are all the 
more effective for being understated. The glimpses of her inner 
life give her an extra dimension, but it seems a pity that there 
should be no change in the relationship between Patty and 
Gwen at the end of the book. 

William Mayne’s other books shew the working out of 
his narratives as a labour, whereas less consciously applied ‘plot’ 
would have made a better book. Underground Alley is a 
particularly clear example of this. 

‘A good author in search of a plot’ is a less accurate 
description of William Mayne than ‘a potentially great child- 
ren’s writer who (despite the Carnegie Award) has not yet 
fought his way through to full self-expression’. 


Ouiver, J. Bonfire in the Wind. Illus. by C. 
Dawson. 232 pp. 8 X 5} ; 7 Macmillan 12/6 





Miss Oliver has already won a justly-deserved reputation 
with Young Man with a Sword and The Eagle and the angry 
Dove, and in this third volume she traces the story of Grizel 
Hume, the brave little Scots girl who, at the time of the 
Covenanters in the Restoration period, takes a message from 
her father to his friend Sir Robert Baillie in the Tolbooth. 
Later in the story Grizel saves her father’s life by taking food 














a THE JUNIOR BOOKSHELF 135 
and on many lonely journeys in the darkness from her home to 
reat the family vault at Polworth Church, where he is hiding from 
the King’s men. Afterwards, the whole family flees to 
Utrecht, and Grizel marries young George Baillie. As Lady 
Grizel Baillie she has come down to history in the memoirs 
0/6 of those who knew her as a very lively companion. 
The How praiseworthy it is for historical writers for children 
ittle to search out the necessary material, produce a really exciting 
the story, and set it in its true background, which is surely the 
the finest way of impressing history on young minds. It says much 
itty, for Miss Oliver’s skill that the story of Grizel Hume reads 
ym | almost like a fairy-tale, yet it is firmly based on indisputably 
- historical fact. 
“ 
had Moore, J. Land and People of Malaya and Singapore 
;, it ‘ Illus. 88 pp. 8 X 5 . : Black 7/6 
ugh Malaya and Singapore together constitute a part of the 
vith Commonwealth where events and developments follow one 
hing another so rapidly that it is exceedingly difficult to keep things 
ler’s in perspective. Here new nations are coming into being under 
1yne our eyes, whose leaders, often inexperienced themselves, are 
the trying to cope with the problems presented by great, 
iner undeveloped countries, and inhabitants mixed in race and 
here religion, who are politically lacking in that experience which 
and 4 makes the democratic system workable. 
Mrs. Moore’s account of this exciting part of the world 
t of and its people is written very sympathetically, and from 
slot’ first-hand knowledge. Here are described the men and women 
Ss a of Malaya, their country, its products, its appearance, its 
difficulties and its successes, and for good measure, the book 
rate is well illustrated with a series of excellent and informative 
iild- , photographs. It is to be recommended heartily for the school 
yet library. 
Parpog, M. .-¥y pane Illus. by L. Atkinson 
244 pp. 74 X 5 ; . Routledge 10/6 
2/6 Yet another excursion in : time is granted to the MacAlister 
tion family who break through a “thin spot” in the region of 
ngry Lymington and find themselves in Norman England in the 
rizel , eleventh century. Here they have some very uncomfortable 
the adventures though fortunately assisted by their tutor who has 
rom contrived to “come through” as well. While it is a little 
oth. difficult to believe that the children’s kilts enable them to pass 
food without a great deal of comment in the unsettled time in which 
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they now move, the historical background is extremely 
thorough and faithful to detail. In fact, the thoroughness of 
the period treatment slows down the narrative unduly at times, 
but if the object of this series is to provide readable 
surveys of everyday life in other times, the fault may 
be overlooked. There is plenty of incident to relieve 
the tale, though one must wish occasionally that the children 
would not talk quite so much “out of the book.” In an age 
of superficialities, however, one is bound to commend such a 
book for its seriousness of purpose so happily combined with 
entertaining characters and situations. 


PopHaM, H. Monsters and Marlinspikes. Illus. by 
G. Oakley. 150 pp. 84 X 5}. Rupert Hart-Davis 13/6 


This account of Lee-O, the jolly yachtsman, and his crew 
in the schooner “Pegasus,” on their voyage to Places of 
Particular Interest, is in the real tradition of the 
fabulous. It has the nerve to borrow the incident of the 
albatross from The Ancient Mariner — or did Coleridge 
borrow it too? — and to make something comical as well as 
dreadful out of the consequences to Lee-O, who shot the bird, 
and his crew who suffered thereby. As if that were not 
enough, the anger of the Monster Narwhal is also provoked 
and Neptune is eventually brought up to pass judgment and 
grant pardon and treasure trove to the survivors of the wrath 
and perils of the sea. If Lee-O is a tolerable lunatic, the 
members of his crew are zanies who vary between the lovable 
and the obstreperous, from Mr. Spokeshave, the ancient but 
imperturbable carpenter, to Ashtray, the sycophantic steward. 
Though Mr. Popham’s inspiration is very much his own it 
seems at times to have been nurtured in a compost of 
Miinschausen, Alice and Mervyn Peake. Grahame Oakley’s 


illustrations reinforce the fun. 


Pumpurey, G. H. Grenfell of Labrador. Illus. 
141 pp. 74 X 54 ‘ Harrap 9/6 


The story of Sir Wilfred Grenfell (1863. - 1940) needs 
no embroidering to make it appeal to young readers, and Mr. 
Pumphrey has paid them the compliment of writing it plainly 
and clearly. At the same time he leaves with the reader the 
impression of boundless energy and ignorance of the possibilities 
of defeat, allied with well-deserved luck, which create a 
natural legend for this doctor who turned his back cheerfully 
on civilisation and thrived, mentally and physically, in the 
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frozen wild. While preserving the sensational exploits which 
seem incredible when compassed in the life of just one man, 
the book is fully flavoured with the modesty which always 
seems to accompany the sense of dedication which controlled 
Grenfell’s professional activities. For this man, no hazard 
was too great, no service too small to attract his full regard. 
Despite its comparative brevity this account does him no less 
than justice, and the photographic plates have been selected 
with proper care. 


Ross, B. The Young Traveller in Mexico and 

Central America. Illus. 136 pp. 74 X 5. Phoenix 9/6 
It is a constant source of pleasure to find with what 
unfailing variety the authors of this series approach the 
structure of their work. While Muriel and Ian Walters 
explore Mexico with the reporter friend who has brought 
them out from home, their parents are making their way to 
a meeting in the course of a business tour which is the occasion 
for a series of interesting letters about Central America, to 
which the children reply — but not exhaustively — with 
accounts of some of their sight-seeing. As Muriel and Ian 
not only stay with a Mexican family but make friends with . 
others, they are given many chances of seeing the commoner 
sides of life in Mexico as well as being mildly féted and taken 
about by more than one resident. In this way, more 
information than usual seems to be packed into the text without 
its becoming a catalogue or a guidebook. The country and 
the people are colourful, of course, and this helps from the 
outset, but Miss Ross is to be congratulated on making such 
lively use of her first-hand knowledge of Mexican life. There 
are, as usual, an Index and Glossary and twenty-six excellent 
illustrations, although it would have been a pleasure to find 
included among the latter one that gave a better idea of the 
architectural scope of University City. Perhaps it is carping 
to point out that no mention is made of D. H. Lawrence who 

found Mexico so thrilling and wrote so movingly of it. 


SetH-SmiTH, E. K. The Coal-Scuttle Bonnet. Illus. 
by T. Stubbs. 192 pp. 7X5 . . Collins 9/6 
The Singleton family are in straitened circumstances 
though the children do not know the ins and outs of their 
flight to the country and their father’s sadness and mother’s 
concern. As a contribution to the solution of this vague 
problem, one son runs away to sea, another goes to work as 
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a postman and Anne insists on teaching in an academy for 
young ladies. For coincidence, she makes the acquaintance ot 
a gentleman and his nephew who prove good friends, and it 
turns out that the gentleman owes his life to Mr. Singleton 
through an incident in the Napoleonic Wars. The story of 
effort rewarded and slights endured is well told and the period 
background interesting if not especially full. ‘The author has 
something of Miss Austen’s gift for drawing a small community 
and the effects on it of events slightly removed. While the 
characters are not strong they are varied, and there is a lesson 
to be learned in the breaking down of social barriers, in the 
attempts of friends and neighbours to help the ind_pendent 
Singleton who goes to prison for debt rather than ask for help. 


STEELE, W. O. Flaming arrows. Illus. by P. Galdone. 
159 pp. 8 X 54 . F ; Macmillan 10/6 


The renewed and augmented audience for the tales of the 
pioneering West is a noteworthy feature of the film and the 
television, unexpected in this age of space ships and other 
mechanical marvels and horrors. Perhaps appetite is becoming 
sated with devices, and longs again for the simple heroic man, 
at odds with the kind of enemy to be reckoned with in strictly 
human terms. Long may the interest continue. If our Western 
hero occasionally approaches the marvellous, at least he does 
so on a comprehensible scale. 

Mr. Steele has written a book about settlers and Indians 
which to one reader with an old-fashioned taste is quite simply 
a good book for boys, with sound ingredients, exciting, well- 
written, and perfectly credible, relying on straight shooting, 
high courage, and with the nearest approach to our terrors, the 
‘flaming arrows’ of the title. This is a hearty recommendation. 


Warter, H. The Domes of Pico. 196 pp. 8} X 5. 





Faber 13/6 

This is the ensinl book by an Australian author who 
clearly knows a lot about the rocket range at Woomera. Young 
Chris, who has already made his name as the only man to 
have travelled by rocket and survived, is appealed to by the 
Prime Minister because a hostile growth on the moon is bom- 
barding the earth to such effect that all the atomic power 
stations have ceased to function. Chris undergoes strenuous 
training in Farnborough, in preparation for the expedition. 
Things are made no easier by the leader, Sir Leo Frayling, 
a mono-maniac who is poor at man-management. Activities 
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are transferred to Woomera and Chris rockets towards the 
moon. ‘Things go seriously wrong but finally the saviour of 
the day proves to be, not ‘Whiskers,’ the kindly Wing Com- 
mander, but the icy Sir Leo. All of which reads surprisingly 
well. The characters have a dead-pan credibility that enables 
one to overlook poor dialogue; the author’s own sense of con- 
viction is remarkable and he does not shirk describing in detail 
the private motives and thoughts of cabinet ministers. His 
technical knowledge is formidable but made comprehensible 
and when eventually we start flying round in space, readers 
are thoroughly caught up and, in the end, moved. Not a very 
distinguished performance, but unusual enough to be notable. 


WuitTt_Le, T. The Bullhead. Illus. by G. Spence. 
192 pp. 73 X 5 , Dent 12/6 

Tyler Whittle has written other books about sailing ships 
and the active, knowledgeable, attractive children who sail them ; 
but this seems to be the best he has done. He has selected a 
fascinating background — the inland waterways of Yorkshire 
and Lincolnshire; the Sailorman family are pleasantly indivi- 
dual and temperamental; and finally his gift for crisp narrative 
has never been seen to better advantage. ‘The family sail their 
newly acquired barge from near Bideford to Boston, there to 
pick up their mother, for ocean sailing in the North Sea. 

In the early stretches of the trip they befriend a boy whose 
uncle is ill-treating him, and the author has somewhat confused 
himself in the attempt to keep young Jake with the Sailormans, 
pursued ineffectually by his villainous relations. The best parts 
of the book are concerned with natural and technical matters— 
particularly with a wildly exciting storm in the River Humber 
described authentically and graphically and with the working 
of the innumerable locks. 


FOR THE INTERMEDIATE LIBRARY 


Burton, M. Life in the Deep. LUllus. 64 pp. 

83 xX 5} , ; Phoenix House 9/6 
Dr. Burton’s book is for the intelligent "teenager with 

a basic background of biology and a real curiosity about the 

sea and the many strange animals and plants in it. The book 
begins with a brief historical survey of the work done by 
early expeditions such as Captain Cook’s and the Challenger 
expedition. It takes the reader then to the equipment used 

in modern research and to the methods the marine biologist 
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follows in his investigations of the sea and the conditions 
under which animals live at every level from the surface to 
4000 fathoms or more. The problems of the animals are not 
forgotten either. The author discusses, for instance, the 
probable reasons for the very large mouths of some fishes and 
the phenomenon of luminescence, but rather surprisingly makes 
very little reference to pressure. ‘The illustrations are well 
chosen and the drawings by Jane Burton are clear and to the 
point. 

This is one of the first books in a new “Progress of 
Science” series which aims to describe to young people some 
of the newest discoveries and developments in science. It 
promises to be a useful series. 


Catper, N. Robdots. Illus. 60 pp. 9 X 54 


Phoenix House 9/6 

Most children will have come across the word ‘“automa- 
tion” and will have heard of those machines which perform 
laborious calculations in the twinkling of an eye. ‘They will 
know that missiles may be made that will hunt their targets 
as a dog will a hare, and may have seen, at radio and hobbies 
exhibitions, those “tortoises” which seem to think for them- 
selves. This is certainly the book for them. Mr. Calder 
starts simply enough with such devices as thermostats, relays 
and automatic pilots. Then he goes on to the digital com 
puter, which he explains by means of a most ingenious analogy. 
He shows how some of these mechanisms may help us to 
understand human thought and behaviour. He seems to have 
omitted no application, and in his final pages writes some good 
sense about the possible future of these robots and of the men 
who make and tend them. Most adults should read this book. 


E1senserc, A. The Great Discovery. Illus. by S. 
Miller. 114 pp. 84 X 6$ . Abelard-Schuman 12/6 


Mr. Eisenberg succeeds in making the story of the 
discovery and interpretation of the Dead Sea Scrolls just what 
it is, one of the really exciting stories of archaeological 
detection in any times. Most of his book is taken up with 
the account of the find and the efforts of many separate agencies 
to secure recognition and authentication of the incredible 
treasure brought to light by such amazing chance as the 
intrusion of a shepherd boy into a Palestinian cave, to say 
nothing of the seven years of effort to collect all the scrolls 
together for the Jerusalem University. Thus far the book 
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tells the story as an adventure in research, but it does not 
omit an intelligible explanation of the significance of the scrolls 
to scholars and religious organisations. He reminds readers, 
too, that the story has not come to an end and that much 
remains to be done so that they may be encouraged to follow 
up this first phase. The illustrations are first-rate. 


Hitton, R. The North-West Frontiers. Illus. by 

K. Meyer. 192 pp. 74 X 5 . Hollis & Carter 10/6 

This is an interesting account by a soldier who has spent 

many years of his military service in the area, of the long-drawn 

struggle to preserve a frontier against the wild tribes of the 

North-West of India, spurred on into continual trouble-making 

by their twin passions for independence and loot. This struggle 

was waged through innumerable campaigns, most of which 

were no more than punitive expeditions. The account has never 

been fully reckoned up, and the sole memorial of officers and 

men who died is often now only a forgotten tablet in some 

cathedral wall. General Hilton’s book is a welcome reminder 

in these days when the responsibility for defence rests on the 

shoulders of India’s own people, of what was fought for, and 

of what courage was expended by the British whose imperial- 

ism has been so often under fire ; and a reminder, too, that 

in it there were some things of which today we may well be 
proud. 


Hocartu, G. A. As a May Morning. 204 pp. 
8 xX 54 ; ‘ , ‘ Hamish Hamilton 12/6 
This book will be a welcome contribution to the few 
stories available for adolescent girls. Jenny, aged 17, is study- 
ing for a University scholarship, but has fallen in love with 
a young American, Ben, whom she scarcely knows and who 
has now gone back to the States. 


The story is of her gradual adjustment to life as it is, 
her struggle to be unselfish and its reward in the love of a 
lonely child who needs her. She begins to realise the worth 
of other people and when at last she discovers how little sub- 
stance there is in Ben’s easy affection, she is really growing 
up. It is too late to win her scholarship, life hasn’t turned 
out as she expected, but the essential things in life remain, 
love, beauty, the satisfaction of serving others and the interest 
of a career. Spring can be in the heart as well as in the 
world around us. 
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A valid criticism would be that the story flows on too 
uneventfully for the young people who will read it. There is 
not enough variety of scene and the characters are from too 
restricted a social group. A little more contrast and light and 
shade would have made this a stronger book. 

Grace Hogarth has shown real understanding of what 
adolescence can mean to young people, its suffering, its sensi- 
tiveness to beauty, its idealism. She has avoided the pitfall 
of too much psychological analysis of feelings and for this 
reason her book will probably appeal more to our teenagers 
than, the work of Mary Stolz, the American author. 


Lownpes, J. S. oo a Ballet is Produced. Illus. 

145 pp. 74 X 5 . . ‘ Routledge 10/6 
This book excels in clarity and orderliness of presentation. 
Miss Lowndes takes the Ballet of The Sleeping Princess by 
Tchaikowsky, and after telling the story shows us how a 
company would produce it. We are introduced to the various 
members of the production team — the producer himself, the 
choreographer, the conductor, the ballet mistress, the scenic 
artist, the stage manager and the business manager — and a 
separate chapter is given to the part played by each. Some 
clear and interesting historical data about each aspect is 
included in each chapter and thus one sees the gradual merging 
and blending of the various artistic parts to make up the 
cultured whole as we know it today. Miss Lowndes gives a 
very full picture, and Ballet is seen to be a thing of many 
parts and a flowering of many arts, all disciplined and 
sublimated to the creation as a whole. It is a compact and 
rich little volume giving precise yet colourful information. 
The writing begins as something clear and artistic too but 
it degenerates somewhat, becoming a little careless as Miss 
Lowndes herself becomes almost impatient with her facts — 
over impulsive and enthusiastic. She needs perhaps a little 
restraint to keep control of her rich and varied material. The 

sketches and the photographs are excellent. 


Newman, L. H. Instructions to Young Naturalists; 
IT: Insects. Illus. 120 pp. 83 xX 54 
Museum Press 12/6 
Children who are interested in wild life sooner or later 
discover the fascination of insects, and want to find out more 
about them. And all of them very quickly meet the same 
stumbling block -—— the shortage of suitable books. Mr. 
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Newman’s Instructions are straightforward, .. practical, 
informative and so readable that the young naturalist may well 
find his book being borrowed by an interested parent or teacher. 

The first five chapters deal with insects in general terms 
— their structure, how to collect them, how to rear them in 
captivity (sawflies, ants and others besides the inevitable 
caterpillars), their senses and an interesting summary of their 
economic importance. The remainder of the book deals chapter 
by chapter with the main groups of insects and the most 
common members in each group are clearly described with 
emphasis on their distinguishing features. ‘The photographs 
are excellent, and give the degree of magnification wherever 
the insects are not shown life size. 

One criticism. The beating trays, sweep nets and so on 
used to collect insects are not familiar pieces of equipment, 
and although they are adequately described a series of line 
drawings would have added greatly to the chapter on 
collecting. Some of the books recommended for further reading 
will, inevitably, be very heavy going for the young naturalist, 
but this book will take him quite a long way before he needs 
them. It well deserves a place in every secondary school library. 
and would be a very acceptable present to the keen youngster. 


PINKERTON, K. The Secret River. 183 pp. 8 X 5 
Bodley Head 10/6 

Miss Pinkerton’s new novel is in a sense a sequel to 
Second Meeting. Like other books about the Baird family it 
presents a story of life in a remote part of Alaska with the 
utmost integrity. This is Rod Baird’s tale, in which he brings 
back the salmon to a forgotten river and falls in love with 
seventeen year-old Judy. 

Miss Pinkerton is one of the few authors who write 
honestly for adolescent girls. There is much to admire in 
her books. Her background is drawn with great care; her 
characters are clearly seen ; her moral standpoint is impeccable. 
Dare one add that her books are just a little dull? Like so 
many stories written with a purpose they lack the finest creative 


impulse. 
PownaLL, E. Exploring Australia. Illus. by N. 
Young. 74 pp. 84 X 63 : ‘ Methuen 10/6 


f America was explored by settlement, Australia was, 
equally, settled by exploration. At least the second impression 
is very strongly conveyed by Miss Pownall’s thorough account 
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of the numberless journeys, visits and voyages which have 
mapped and peopled Australia over more than three centurics. 
Indeed, this is one of the most successful of the “Outline” 
series for it combines a concise but racy text with sympathetic 
illustration and exhaustive sketch maps of the progressive 
opening up of the interior and confirmation of coastline. It 
hardly needs the ably selected book-list to bolster the book’s 
authenticity. ‘The record of human endeavour and intrepidity 
which begins to seem endless, and the challenge of Australia, 
which seems as great as that of the Poles, added to its other 
qualities, make this an admirable book. 


Scumipt, J. L. This is My Heritage. 242 pp. 
8 X 54 , : Abelard-Schuman 12/6 
In this novel for the adolescent reader, an attempt is 
made to describe the reaction of a Colorado small town to 
the policy of one of the landowners who, as a memorial to his 
brother, is determined to develop his land so that displaced 
persons may live and farm on it. The hero, young Scott 
Bradford, inherits this legacy from his older brother killed in 
the war, and is determined to see that the ideas his brother 
cherished are carried out. He meets fierce opposition from 
August Wherle, the burly farmer whose land is adjoining, and 
fiercer bars to his progress are raised by Sol Price, the town 
estate dealer. With the help of the county agent, and a 
neighbour’s daughter, Polly Hammond, young Bradford puts 
his plans into action and eventually, despite many setbacks, the 
townsfolk are won over. The main characters are well drawn, 
and the problem of the displaced person is presented with a 
constructive kind of sympathy. 


Scott, S$. H. The Observer's Book of Cacti and other 

Succulents. Illus. 159 pp. 53 X 34 . Warne 
Like all the “Observer’s” books this volume is very Rar 
value. The earlier chapters deal with the general cultivation, 
propagation, pest control and classification of these interesting 
plants which are becoming increasingly popular. Over 300 
species are briefly described and many of them are illustrated 
with black and white or colour photographs. This is a book 
for adults, and especially adults who are already keen 
gardeners — even though they may be flat-dwellers — and 
are anxious to improve their cultivation of succulents or 
experiment with new species. To these people this little book 
will be a very good investment, but it is doubtful whether it 
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will appeal to the young would-be grower. He is likely to 
be overwhelmed by the number of species and a text beset with 
Latin names and botanical descriptions. 


SEVERN, D. The Future took us. Illus. by 
J. Richards. 173 pp. 8X5 . ~~ Bodley Head 10/6 

David Severn’s reputation as a writer for children rests 
more on his ability to explore unusual ideas than on his creation 
of character and understanding of adolescent motive. The 
Future took us should maintain his reputation but will also 
confirm the opinion that he is interested mainly in working out 
his fictional problems. Peter and Dick are dumped down in the 
future about 3000 A.D. The world has been ravaged by 150 
years of war, starting with atom bombs and ending with blunt 
flint instruments. Reversion to caveman civilisation is averted 
by the discovery of a textbook which develops a new civilisation 
in Britain, based on mathematical research. The intricacies of 
this are explored with great skill. The arrival of the two boys 
causes an explosion in the capital. Power has been concentrated 
in the hands of the Calculators, the Controller, and their ser- 
vants, the Guards. (The comparison with 1984 is inevitable). 
A faction in the city plans to overthrow the power elite ; the 
guards take the boys underground but they are rescued and 
about them and their many hair-breadth escapes, the successful 
revolution takes place. Dick stays behind; Peter, the narrator, 
returns to the present, where no one except Dick’s mother 
believes his story. 

It is necessary to tell something of the plot because the 
whole virtue of this book lies in it. It is a highly concentrated 
affair with enjoyable detail, background and explanation. Not 
a book for the chicken-hearted — cruelties and violence abound 
— nor is there anything in the least cosy about it. But it is 
an interesting idea, pursued with a high degree of professional- 
ism, and should intrigue many readers. 


SHaw, F. Under the Red Ensign. Illus. 207 pp. 

74 X 5 ‘ Bodley Head 10/6 
The "author, in the introduction to his stories of the 
merchant navy during the second world war, writes:— “If 

any of the succeeding chapters of this book approach the 
horrific, it is not done to cause shudders, but to apprise a new 
generation of the unspeakable horrors of total war.” Such 
heroic epics as that of the San Demetrio and the Ohio fill 

the pages with stories of bravery beyond compare, and it is 
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surely of paramount importance that young people shall read 
of these things, and do all in their power to prevent such horrors 
ever happening again. Captain Shaw has placed on permanent 
record the stories of these wonderful ships, and their gallant 
captains and crews from the Dunkirk evacuation and the 
Murmansk convoys, to the fishing fleets and the erection of 
the harbour called Mulberry. 


STANFORD, J. K. Fox Me. Illus. by J. Fellowes 
222 pp. 8 X 5 ; , Bles 15/- 


This is a very comal story written from the angle of 
the fox. It is a remarkably imaginative reconstruc.ion of a 
fox’s life, in which the life of human beings is seen through 
a fox’s eyes. The vivid descriptions of the hunt, the 
point-to-point, being caught in the trap and having to bite his 
toe in order to free himself, and the advice received in meeting 
with the old dog fox, Darkie, combine to make this book a 
most realistic account of certain aspects of country life. ‘The 
adolescent reader born in the country will enjoy the descriptions 
of the countryside, and it will be a salutary experience for 
some readers to see the other side of the picture. 


StyLes, S. How Mountains are Climbed. Illus. 


158 pp. 74 X 5 , _ . Routledge 10/6 


Showell Styles, an experienced mountaineer and author, 
sketches here the rudiments of mountaineering: the technique 
of rope, ice-axe and piton; dangers and how to avoid them; 
how to scale a rock face. An introductory chapter probes the 
eternal riddle of why men climb mountains and the strictly 
technical information in the book is buttressed by brief 
accounts of some well-known ascents and the men who made 
them. 


Certain aspects of Mr. Styles’ book distinguish it from 
others published in recent years which have covered more or 
less the same ground. He gives two running commentaries : 
one on a climb of Gashed Crag on Tryfan, undertaken by 
two “rabbits,” Bill and Marion; the other, a much more 
severe traverse of Mount Collen in the Alps. He also 
includes an account of two of his own expeditions in Norway 
and the Himalaya. 


The illustrations are well chosen and attractive, but the 
drawings vary considerably in clarity and value. The figure 
on page 116 appears to be abseiling from a loose boulder. A 
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book-list — why must it be so short ? — and a helpful glossary 
of mountaineering terms complete a book which obviously comes 
from the pen and ken of an expert. 


TipsLe, A. Gertrude Bell. Illus. by D. Brookshaw 
95 pp. 8 X 5 , : . . ; Black 6/6 
Adults will probably know of Gertrude Bell from her 
Letters, and if young readers are stirred to sample them after 
reading this excellent brief life, so much the better. 
Gertrude Bell’s early advantages — a rich home, boarding 
school, Oxford with a first in History — were crowned by 
an even more triumphant career as a scholar-explorer in the 
Middle East. Anne Tibble depicts a unique personality, full 
of enterprise, sincere, direct, her vast knowledge tempered by 
a quick sense of joy ; hers is a life to remember, both for its 
own interest and inspiration and for the work Gertrude Bell 
did to help one race of men to understand another. 


Wittcox, S$. Three Days Running. Illus. 192 pp. 


8 xX 5 . ; ‘ : ‘ ‘ Collins 15/- 
Miss Willcox is the latest outstanding personality of the 
show-jumping world to write a book recording how she has 
achieved this fame. She has been very fortunate in reaching 
this high position while she is still very young, and perhaps 
that is the reason why at times successes as they came seem 
almost to be taken for granted — an impression that I am 
sure the author had no intention of giving. A very detailed 
and interesting account is found here of the Horse Trials at 
various well-known courses such as Badminton and Harewood: 
the author also takes the reader behind the scenes at the 
European trials in Copenhagen. For the young pony 
enthusiast, there is much information besides on the particulai 
type of training which has brought “High and Mighty” — 
“Chips” to Miss Willcox — such widespread renown. 


Woop, K. The Great Chief. Illus. by A. Hall. 

160 pp. 84 X 54 ‘ . ; Macmillan 12/6 
This book is an addition to the series Great Stories of 

Canada in which have already been published a number of very 
readable and informative accounts of Canadian history, a sub- 

ject too little known to British readers. Maskepetoon was a 
Cree warrior who followed the path usual to men of his race 

and time, and his early manhood was spent in bloody raids 
against neighbouring tribes, more than a century ago, when 
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there was little interference from the white man. Later, Mas- 
kepetoon came to realise the futility and brutality of his way 
of life, and in a struggle with himself and his traditional 
instincts he saw himself at last as one whose work it should 
be to reconcile his fellows, a work in which he was at last 
treacherously killed. Mr. Wood’s account is simply and 
movingly told, and worthily preserves the name of a man who 
deserves to be remembered with other more famous makers 
of his country. 


Wy ter, R. ann Ames, G. Restless Earth. Illus. 


156 pp. 8 X 54 ' . Abelard-Schuman 12/6 
Wy ter, R. anp Ames, G. Life on the Earth. Illus. 
144 pp. 8X54 . . = .  #£Abelard-Schuman 12/6 


The authors are a man and wife team (he does the 
pictures) who have contributed these two volumes to the Man 
in His World series. Restless Earth is an account of those 
surface phenomena resulting from events beneath the earth’s 
crust. The three sections deal with volcanoes, earthquakes, 
and the moulding of what seems to be a flimsy exterior into 
mountains and valleys. Though no knowledge of physics is 
assumed, the reader should have no difficulty over stress and 
strain, longitudinal and transverse waves, gravitation, and 
seismology. A child with any interest in science will be im- 
pressed by the deductions geophysicists have made from 
measurements often so remote from the disturbances which 
have caused them. 

Life on Earth ventures on a much more well-tilled field. 
It should find a place among the introductions to biology by 
virtue of its scope, and variety of treatment. Besides dealing 
adequately with the usual topics (cell structure, adaptation and 
evaluation, metabolism, fossils and the like) they stress the 
importance of the energy changes round the carbohydrate mole- 
cule, and give an account of the probable origin of living from 
inorganic matter. 











yf THE BRIDGE 


Id The books included in this section have been chosen from among 


st ‘Adult’ novels as being suitable for inclusion in the Intermediate Library 
nd and are generally suggested for reading by young people from 15 to 19. 
ho They are not necessarily of very recent publication. 


>  ALMEDINGEN, E. M. The Scarlet Goose. Hutchinson 15/- 
Martin Ulming was sent by his brothers to learn 
handwork under the Hansa rule in Holmgard or Novgorod. 
Hating the confined life, the young man broke his articles, 
married, and returned to his native city, hoping to be allowed 
to make a living as a woodcarver. Harshly received by his 

the prosperous brothers, he came to the Huddle outside the city 
and here, after much hardship and suspicion, he built up a 
satisfying life. This is a fine picture of Renaissance life, with 
h’s its contrasts of great wealth and squalor, heroism and 
superstitious brutality, and the burgeoning of a social conscience 


nto here exemplified in the work of the Archbishop and the Prioress 
r Katryn. Highly recommended for ’teen-age readers. 
“ CereLy, S. The Gyr Falcon Adventure . Collins 1955 
a. Iceland is one of the lesser known countries of the world, 
sane and the author’s reason for going there was to search for the 
sich almost legendary gyr falcon. This account shows how, with 
determination and only the smallest capital and annual leave, 
eld. an expedition can be carried through successfully. Finding 
by the falcons and their nests and getting close enough to 
ling photograph this fiercest of birds was fraught with danger and 
and makes exciting reading. The Icelandic countryside and people 
the are well described. Older boys will find this particularly 
ole- interesting. 
_— CHAPMAN, F. §. Lightest Africa. Chatto & Windus 1955 


With Africa’s racial and political strife uppermost in most 
authors’ minds, it is rarely one can find a book such as this 
which deals solely with the country and the people as seen on 
a year’s journey from Cape Town to Salisbury. The 
Chapmans with their three small. sons visited Basutoland, 
Swaziland, the Congo and Sudan, Uganda, Kenya and 
Tanganyika, Nyasaland, Portuguese East Africa and the 
Zambesi. This makes excellent 5th and 6th form background 
reading to geography. 
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CuHase, M. E. The Edge of Darkness. 255 pp. 
53 X 73 ‘ Collins 13/6 


Sarah Holt ended her life in a very small community of 
fisher-folk on the coast of Maine, but in her youth she had 
sailed to distant lands and seen and experienced much of a 
world quite unknown to the neighbours who carried out her 
dying wishes. 

This story deals first with Sarah herself and then with 
the lives and characters of her relatives and neighbours, and 
the effect her death had on them, and finally with her funeral. 
It is by no means a particularly sad or macabre story, but 
rather the end of an era, with all the thoughts and changes 
which such an event brings to those on whose lives it impinges. 
Miss Chase depicts her characters and her scene with great 
understanding and in fascinating detail. The story is perhaps 
less tangible than her Mary Peters, but can be recommended 
for older adolescent girls. 


CLewes, W. Clementine ; ; ‘ Collins 13/6 


A diverting and very topical type of story of a 
strong-minded old lady whose commonsense desire to conduct 
her own affairs in her own fashion involves her in argument 
and strife with the “Men from the Ministry.” For once in 
a way the citizen wins. For readers of 14 upwards. 


Epwarps, M. The Unsought Farm . MA. Joseph 1954 


Girls who have enjoyed Monica Edwards’ horse stories 
will find this true story of Punchbowl Farm even more 
fascinating. The author and her husband, with no previous 
farming experience, decide to buy a farm. Punchbowl is 
knocked down to her, much to her surprise, and the family 
with their pets are installed. From then on we share their 
enthusiasm in the improvements they make to the house and 
in each new addition to the livestock, until in six years’ time 
they become the proud owners of an attested herd of Jersey 
cows. 


FietcHer, D. W. The Children of Kanchenjunga 





Constable 1955 

The author writes with rare beauty of the business of 
planting and gathering tea, of the Darjeeling coolies and the 
animals and plants among which he has made a home for his 
wife and two small daughters in sight of the breath-taking 
snow-capped Kanchenjunga, the Lord of the Five Treasures. 
This will appeal to boys and girls. 
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Ga.uico, P. Thomasina ; , , M. Joseph 15/- 

Those who read and enjoyed the same author’s Jennie 
will undoubtedly enjoy these adventures of her great niece, 
Thomasina. But more than the story of the cat, this is the 
story of the little girl Ruadh, motherless, devoted to Thomasina 
and her father. Her father’s failure to save the life of 
Thomasina whom he regards as merely another animal, drives 
a rift between them which is only healed after much suffering 
and misunderstanding all round. 

A sometimes fantastic, sometimes down to earth story of 
human and animal sympathy. Many older girls will read it 
with pleasure and satisfaction. 


LLEWELLYN, R. Warden of the Smoke and Bells 

M. Joseph 13/6 
A colourful and romantic 13th century story based on 
the agelong feud between the neighbouring towns of Assisi and 
Perugia. The hereditary office of Warden of the Smoke and 
Bells, whose duty was to give the alarm when hostile forces 
approached Assisi, was held by young Franc. The return of 
Marco Polo, with a large rich caravan from Cathay, 
accompanied by the Khan’s daughter and her brilliant and 
amusing companions, brings distraction and help to the city, 
but causes Franc much trouble too. There is mystery and 
intrigue galore, fighting and romance, and only the sage 
counsels and influence of I] Cardinale bring things to a happy 

and surprising conclusion. For boys and girls of 14 to 18. 


McNEILL, J. A Furnished Room 

Hodder & Stoughton 12/6 

Like most of Miss McNeill’s novels this is a study of 
social relations, unusual but by no means incredible. Andrew 
Bennett married Kate as his second wife, but the shadows of 
his mother, his first wife, Helen, and his brother killed in 
the war haunted the house and spoiled’ Kate’s happiness. 
Helen’s room was kept as she had left it until Kate decided 
to let it to Miss Whitaker. But after a time Miss Whitaker 
disappeared and in the search which ensued her secrets also 
came to light in a way which helped Andrew and Kate to 
reach a better mutual understanding. Suitable for older girls. 


Merritt, M. Bears in my Kitchen . Hutchinson 1957 

Margaret Merrill married a United States Ranger some 
25 years ago, and she writes of her life in the National Parks 
with the gaicty and wit of one who is still very young at 
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heart. She says her husband is one of those people to whom 
things just naturally happen, so accidents, bears, escaped 
prisoners, snowstorms and mountain rescue are all in a day’s 
work. For older girls. 


RicuHarpson, E. M. We Bought An Island 

Christopher Johnson 1953 
Bon Portage, at the south-west tip of Nova Scotia, is an 
island three miles long and nowhere more than three-quarters 
of a mile wide. Here the author is the lighthousekeeper's 
wife living an isolated life fifty years behind the mainland 
times. But to the children the lighthouse is home, school means 
lessons through the post and play is what they make it, 
unsupported by other children or by the mixed blessings of the 
cinema or television. This is a tale of the wind and weather 
and the moods of the sea, for on them depend the family’s 
contact with the outside world, their food and the stores 

needed to keep the light shining and the family fed. 


Saint, D. J. Village Diary " . M. Joseph 1957 
Aspiring teachers should all read this account of the life 

of a village school-mistress in Village School and soon to be 
continued in Storm in the Village. It is an hilarious and 
affectionate picture of village people and their doings. The 


small incident which becomes a major crisis, the local pageant 
which assumes Shakespearian proportions, the characters of the 
crotchety caretaker and the mournful cleaner, we feel we 
know them all. For those who wish they could write, this 
should offer an incentive — the subject matter for such a book 
is before our eyes every day, but very few have this gift of 
putting it so well on paper. Very happily illustrated by J. S. 
Goodall. 


Wixuams, V. The Fruit Tramp . Hutchinson 12/6 
Polk Watson, an orphan, shares the restless nomadic life 

of his uncle Chunk, who travels along the Atlantic coast of 
America from one farm to another as a fruit and vegetable 
picker. Polk falls in love with a girl who prefers a settled 

life, but Chunk’s illness and subsequent death provide a conflict 

of loyalties. This is a story of hard, rough lives, quite 
foreign to anything English readers will have encountered but 
throughout vivid and interesting. For boys and girls of 16 


to 18. 








